Creating Hawaii
Grades K-2 

In this lesson, students learn about a state’s history and culture by exploring the museum exhibit Creating Hawai‘i, developed by the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Heritage Program in collaboration with the Smithsonian National Museum of American History.

Learning Standards
These standards are achieved through guided work with the teacher.

Language Arts (from the National Council of Teachers of English)

· N.1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

· N.12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Social Studies (from the National Council for the Social Studies)

· HT.2.D Evidence historical perspectives: the ability (a) to describe the past on its own terms, through the eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, arts, artifacts, and the like.

· HT.4.B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and the like; documentary films; and so on.
 
Objectives
· Understand aspects of Hawaii’s diverse cultural history
· Look closely at objects (primary sources)
· Organize information into categories

Duration
One 45-minute class

Key Concepts
Social studies concepts of people, places, resources, and economic activities

Materials and Reproducibles
· Creating Hawai‘i exhibit in two formats: PDF (print out multiple pages and tape them together) and Image Explorer: http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/hawaii
· Script of Creating Hawai‘i exhibit 
· Graphic organizer: “Hawaii”
· The book A is for Aloha: A Hawaii Alphabet (optional)

Background Information (for the teacher)
In this lesson, students learn about one of the states from a source they may not be familiar with: a museum exhibit.  They look for information by examining a variety of objects and documents. 

We have provided the exhibit text as teacher background. We suggest that you quickly familiarize yourself with its themes and content, and with the photograph of the exhibit. Download the PDF and tape the pages together to view the whole image. Or use the Image Explorer, which allows you to click to zoom in on objects. 

Students will not need to understand the purpose or nature of every object in the exhibit in order to do the activity. They will be asked to expand what they know about Hawaii by looking at the exhibit and organizing their responses into three categories.

There are any number of ways to sort the objects, and more than one category may be appropriate for some objects. Here are some suggested categories:  

Weather and Nature
Possible choices: surfboard, clothing items, sailing ship, any of the tourism posters, Pu shell horn and lamp made from volcanic rock

People and Their Work
Possible choices: whaling harpoon, sugar plantation tool, cane field photograph, American military uniform, pineapple knife, Japanese lunch, protest songs

Sports and Fun
Possible choices: surfboard, Elvis album, tourism ads, ukuleles, lei, hula photographs

Part One Thinking about and exploring Hawaii

1. Ask students what they know about Hawaii, and record their responses.  Would they like to find out more?  
2. Display the PDF image of the Creating Hawai‘i exhibit, or view it on the Internet. 
3. Distribute the graphic organizer “Hawaii” or write the organizer’s headings on the board. Ask students to look for objects to place under the headings.  You may need to refer to the script to help students name what they see.

Part Two  What did you learn about Hawaii? 

1. As a class, review the choices students have made and answer questions about unusual and unfamiliar objects.
2. Refer to students’ initial responses—what they already knew about the state.
3. Discuss what they have learned. Previously unfamiliar information might be, for instance, the plantation work that brought people of many nations to Hawaii.
4. Ask for volunteers to explain the category choices they made or the things they learned about Hawaii.

Part Three Extension activity

Read aloud selections from A is for Aloha: A Hawaii Alphabet, a book whose simple rhymes will appeal to the students. See how many of the book’s alphabet words students can find in the exhibit case (i.e., dance, hula, lei, shell, surf, ukulele). How many more words can they think of to describe Hawaii?  

Think of words that describe your own state. Compare them with the Hawaii words!

To listen to the music of Hawaii, which reflects its cultural diversity, check out this Smithsonian Folkways page.  (folkways.si.edu/explore_folkways/hawaii.aspx)



























