






Off the coast of Baja California, Sabin
Robbins gets to know a friendly whale.

This photograph was taken using a zoom
lens from a distance of 200 feet.
Photo credit: Sabin Robbins.

Have you ever had your pocket picked by a baboon? Or come face-to­
spout with a whale? Well, Sabin Robbins has. In fact, for him such close
encounters - of a strange and beastly kind - are all in a good day's
work.

As part of his job as Director of the Friends of the National Zoo
(FONZ), Sabin Robbins leads wildlife safaris to places like East Africa
(where a nimble-fingered baboon picked his pocket recently) and the
San Ignacio Lagoon in Baja California (where he's been privileged to
meet some very friendly whales close up). And on these trips, he always
takes his eamera.

Besides being FONZ Director, Sabin Robbins is an award-winning
photographer who seeks to capture on film his own personal way of seeing
the world. On his travels, he photographs not only animals but
people and landscapes and small, everyday things of man and nature.
Photography is to him a way of preserving his travel experiences in all
their splendid variety and of sharing with his friends his own pleasure in
these experiences.

He took dozens of pictures on a recent trip to East Africa, where, for
example, in the game parks of Kenya andTanzania, he was able to photo­

elephants, giraffes, and other wild animals roaming free on
(called savannahs). Since most of these pictures had to

be taken from a distance, Sabin Robbins used a zoom lens, which works
like a telescope to bring close up the of something that is actually
far away. The picture of the elephant printed here was taken from a dis­
tance of 200 feet, showing you just how effective zoom-lens photography
can be.

Photographing California gray whales from a raft in the Pacific
Ocean involved a close encounter of a different sort for Sabin Robbins.
Some of the whales - which are the size of Greyhound buses - were
far out at sea, while the other, "friendly" ones were coming right up and
playfully nudging the raft.

"Friendly whales have a rapport with pepole that is
Sabin Robbins explains. "They seem to like being touched and petted, so
you can get some wonderful shots of them at close range. You cannot
predict what a whale will do, however, and once when I was trying to
photograph the inside of the baleen mouth of a friendly whale, the animal
let loose with a spray of foam, which fogged the lens of my camera,
causing me to miss my shot!"

Another dramatic aspect of whale behavior to photograph is "spy
hopping." Suddenly, out at sea, one of the giant creatures will prop~l

itself straight up out of the water about one-third ofthe way for a quick
look around. If you are alert and have your camera ready, you can get a
beautiful picture of this impressive sight - head, face, fin, and body
leaping right up out of the blue. continued on page 2

Through a Zoom Lens:
Close Encounters of the Beastly Kind
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Back in the early days of photography, photographers often used specially
built giant cameras to take very large pictures. And of all giant cameras
ever made, this one which weighed 1400 pounds and needed fifteen
men to it was without a doubt the biggest. Called "The Mam-

" it was built at the turn of the century to make an eight-foot-Iong
picture a railroad train. The resulting photograph later won the "Grand
Prize of the World" at the Paris Exposition in 1900.

Miniature "detective cameras" designed to look like wristwatches, ciga­
rette lighters, ladies' compacts, and a wide range of other everyday items
were very popular in the 1920s and 1930s. Some of these cameras were
designed to be used for fun; others were made for more serious purposes.
In the more serious vein, policemen and secret agents used the deteetive
camera for taking secret pictures of documents and suspicious-looking
characters, and newspaper photographers used it for "scooping" their
competitors. The two detective cameras shown here are from the collec­
tion of the Smithsonian's National Museum of Historv and Technology.

Cameras Large and Small

Made in the 1930s, this camera was camouflaged in a cigarette pack.

A camera designed by the New York Daily News fitted into the heel of a shoe.



How a Camera Captures Images
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and bounces off in straight lines.Light strikes an

Some parts of the object send back a lot of light, and other parts send
back only a little light.

If some of the light rays sent off by the object go through a small hole
into a box, they will cross and light up the opposite wall of the box.

continued from page 1

In the course of his travels to Africa, Baja California, China, and
other faraway places, Sabin Robbins has taken literally hundreds of
photographs of animals - and has had many an adventure in the mean­
time. This same sort of adventure you and I can have too, he reminds us,
right in a city park or in our own backyards.

Many animals that we see every day, like pigeons, squirrels, and
household pets, make great subjects to photograph once you get to know
them in a special way. "Getting to know an animal means noticing how
it moves, studying it from different angles so as to form a good idea ahead
of time of just how you want to photograph it," he says. "Then you
be ready to take your camera in hand and shoot away with confidence.

"Work rapidly with your camera, taking lots of pictures, one right
the other as professional photographers do. Once you you have

photographed the entire animal to your satisfaction, you may want to go
back and zoom in on a particular part -like a foot or a nose - that
interests you. In any case, your object will be to capture on film the
essence of the animal as you see it; and you can succeed at this very well,
with planning and a little practice.

You don't have to have your pocket picked by a baboon or come
face-to-spout with a whale to get to know a lot of animals and have a
wonderful time with your camera. Sneak up on a squirrel . , ", peek
on a pigeon . , . or just check out the cat next door. If you open your
eyes and quietly, you'll find that a whole wild world awaits you right
outside your own front door. Practically anywhere you might happen to

many close encounters - of a wonderfully strange and beastly
kind - are possible, all in the course of your own good day's work.

A member of the Robbins family has
his pocket picked by a baboon.

Some areas of the wall will have less light than other areas, and this is
a picture of the object is made, Because the rays crossed when they

went through the hole, the picture will be upside down.

put a glass lens in the hole in the box, the light rays will be focused,
resulting in a sharper, brighter picture.

film along the opposite wall of the box, you will have a camera
- and you can keep the picture made by the light rays,




