











A member of the Robbins famil l;as

his pocket picked by a baboon.
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In the course of his fravels to Africa, Baja California, China, and
other faraway places, Sabin Robbins has taken literally hundreds of
photographs of animals — and has had many an adventure in the mean-
time. This same sort of adventure you and I can have too, he reminds us,
right in a city park or in our own backyards.

Many animals that we see every day, like pigeons, squirrels, and
household pets, make great subjects to photograph once you get to know
them in a special way. “Getting to know an animal means noticing how
it moves, studying it from different angles so as to form a good idea ahead
of time of just how you want to photograph it,” he says. “Then you will
be ready to take your camera in hand and shoot away with confidence.

“Work rapidly with your camera, taking lots of pictures, one right
afer the other as professional photographers do. Once you feel you have
photographed the entire animal to your satisfaction, you may want to go
back and zoom in on a particular part — like a foot or a nose — that
interests you. In any case, your object will be to capture on film the
essence of the animal as you see it; and you can succeed at this very well,
with planning and a little practice.”

You don’t have to have your pocket picked by a baboon or come
face-to-spout with a whale to get to know a lot of animals and have a
wonderful time with your camera. Sneak up on a squirrel . . . peek in
on a pigeon . . . or just check out the cat next door. If you open your
eyes and go quietly, you'll find that a whole wild world awaits you right
outside your own front door. Practically anywhere you might happen to
look, many close encounters — of a wonderfully strange and beastly
kind — gre possible, all in the course of your own good day’s work.

How a Camera Captures Images

Light strikes an object and bounces off in straight lines.

Some parts of the object send back a lot of light, and other parts send
back only a little light.

If some of the light rays sent off by the object go through a small hole
into a box, they will cross and light up the opposite wall of the box.

Some areas of the wall will have less light than other areas, and this is
how a picture of the object is made. Because the rays crossed when they
went through the hole, the picture will be upside down.

If you put a glass lens in the hole in the box, the light rays will be focused,
resulting in a sharper, brighter picture.

1f you put film along the opposite wall of the box, you will have a camera
— and you can keep the picture made by the light rays.
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