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TEACHER’S GUIDE

Protest & Patriotism has been written 10 emphasize the historical importance and continuing
relevance ol protest and reform in American life. It offers reachers and students new
perspectives and approaches to the study and discussion of three specific protest movements
in history and 10 protest in general.

The guide is made up of this teacher’s guide, an introduction, a imeline poster, and thrce
case studies. Each case study has a Timeline, a Personal Account (usually a primary source). an
Essay on the subject, a Bibliography, and Questions to Conside.

The introduction offers an overview of the subject of political protest and identifies the
main themes and ideas presented in the case studies. These themes are emphasized in the
Teaching Suggestions.

The case studies tell the stories ol three protest movements emphasizing the lollowing:

+ the origin of or catalyst [or change: delining problems, issues,
and precipitating events

¢ the people who created and joined the movemenis: leaders, followers,
organizations; the emergence ol moderate and radical positions;
and class, regional, and racial alliances

* tactics developed or used to effect change

¢ the responses ol government and other institutions 1o the movermnent
for change; resistance and acceptance

» achievements of the movement, both short- and long-term
¢ the importance ol protest and dissent 10 the American political system
The timeline poster presents an overview ol Amencan political protest from the early

nineteenth century to the present. The timeline in each case study presents a more detailed
description of key events of each movement.

* %k %
Teaching Suggestions
1. Make coples of the three case studies. Organize 4. Who did the protesters see as the people
students inlo groups and assign each group an or institution they had to petition or persuade
essay Lo read for homework. Ask students to come Lo change?
to class prepared 10 discuss the {ollowin < .
> Prep & 5. Who or whai institunon opposed change?
questions: 5
Why?
1. What was the problem or issue that siarted 6. What tactics did the protesters use?
the discontent that led (o protest? Whal helped the movement? What hindered

. the movement?
2. When and where did the protesi siar?

7. Were (he protesters a cohesive group or

3. Who were the protest leaders? What was - o
split into factions?

their social status? Were they urban or rural?
poor, middle-class, or affluent? What parts of 8. What did the protesters achieve?
the country did they live in? What were they unable 10 accomplish?
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Populism

Civil Rights Environmentalism

Origin or catalyst

Prowesters

Tactics

Achievements

2. In class, assemble the groups to prepare
answers 10 the quesuons. Have a class

discussion ol the responses. Using the blackboard,
wrile responses in the calegories lisied above, or
add more.

Ask. il these movements are typical ol American
protest movements, what seems to be necessary
for success?® What causes failure? What happens
1o [ailed issues? Do they emerge in other forms?

3. Examine the timeline poster with the class.
Ask for observaiions and comments on what the
students see. Analyze the photographs 1o discern
how protest and opposition are depictled. Are
there calegories, themes, or recurring issues in
American political protest?

4. Have students read the personal accounts that
open each section (“Leuter from a Farm Wile;’
“Memoirs of the Movement,” “Environmental
Dangers Come Home™). What does a personal
account tell about history that secondary materials
like essays do not? What are the limitations of
personal accounts of history? Whai other sources
of inlormation does a historian use?

Many people in your school and communny
may have participated in the civil righis and
environmental movemnents. Have students
interview people lor information about these
movements, first rehearsing with you or in pairs
or small groups. Have students 1ape record or
wrile essays based on their interviews 10 share in
class. Based on their own experience, whal do the
students think ave the strengths and limiations of
information obtained in interviews?

5. Using the timeline poster as a relerence, have
students find several newspaper accounts of the
same hisiorical event. Using only these accounts,
uy to tell the story of what happened. Start with
the same approach used in (2) above (and
explained more (ully in the Introduction): what
precipitated the protest, who was involved, what
tacuies did they use, what was the oulcome?
Compare and contrast the same cvent told by
dillerent newspapers and try to account for the
diflevences. What kind of information is retiably
reported in the newspapers? What kind of
information is unreliable or is left out of
newspaper accounts?

6. Use newspapers 1o explore current issues of
protest and dissent. Compare and contrast the
issues and tacuics with those of other protest
movements. Try to predict outcomes if these
movements follow the patterns of protest already
discussed.

7. Have students comment or write on the
importance ol pratest in American political hie

or in their own lves. Or, have them compare their
point of view on protest or a specific issue with
that of their parents or another adult. %






rom the eighteenth-century

Sons of Liberty to the
twentieth-century Black Panther
Pany, from Elizabeth Cady
Stanton to Gloria Steinem, from
the Populisis to the American
agriculture movement, and lrom
the protestations about the War
with Mexico 10 the youth-
inspired struggles agamst the
Vietnam War, political and
social protest—the struggie 10
effect profound or fundamental
instituiional change—has been a
constant in American life. While
many traditionally view protest
and dissent as threats to the
Amertcan political system
(remember phrases such as, *
“Amertca—Ilove it or leave it"),
many of the changes that were
wrought by these movenments
have allered America (or the
better. In many ways, protesl
should be revered rather than
feared, Struggling 1o improve
America by protesting and re-
forming its flaws is often an
act of conscience and love. In
this kight, protest should be seen
as the highest form of patriotism.

Even the [ramers of the
Constilution recognized the
importance ol protest as an
essential element of patriotism
and elfective government. In the Declarauon of
Independence. Thomas Jellerson warned that
when government no longer meets the needs
of the people. “itis the right of the people 10
alter or abolish it, and 10 instituie new govern-
menL.” Protest, in an American context, olten
stimulates limited change or reform. Rarely
does revolutionary fervor grow significantly to
restructure radically or destroy the American
system.

This himited nature of reform is due to several
{actors. Fust is the imherent Mlexibility thai s
builtinto the American pobtical system. Theie
are mechanisms, from the advent ol universal
suffrage 10 the process of amending the
Conslitution, that allow citizens o [eel that the
system can oflen be responsive 10 their needs
and concerns. Governments that react 1o
concerted public pressure ave olten altered bui
rarely abolished. Another factor is the pervasive
behel that most citizens have i both the special
nature of American life and in the ultimate

*

Every Reform was once
a private thought.

« Ralph Wakdo Emerson -

Agitate, Agitate, Agitate.

» Fredenck Douglass -

Good men must not
obey the laws too well.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson -

* *

INTRODUCTION

perfectibility of this repubhc.
Amenca has always been
viewed as a land of
opportunily and possibility, a
place where you are limited
not by class, race, or place of
birth but only by your own
excrtions. While this asseriion
has ahvays been open 10
debatc, it is clear that many
sce the American experience
as freer, more open, and
“better” than that of any other
natton on earth. Thus one may
tinker with but not remake the
American system. Finally,
revolutionary sentiment has
been curtailed by this nation’s
history of relorm, however
limited. This reform impulse
has led to the abolition of
slavery, the extension of the
vole 10 women, regulation of
food and health concerns, the
enactment of child labor laws,
legal protection of the environ-
ment, and the end of the war
in Victham, just 1o mention a
few. This tradition of change,
which was achicved through
protest and struggle. has
served to Jimit more [unda-
mental restructuring of
American beliefs and insti-
tutions. Protest has stimulated
change that uliimately has helped 10 preserve the
nation by creating the perception that our
government is responsive 1o the needs of its
citizens.

This booklet focuses on three historical case
studies, the Populists—who struggled for agri-
cultural equity and political influence in the late
nineteenth century: the civil nghts movemem—a
changing array of individuals and organizations
that bautled for racial equality and human dignity
in the post-World War 1I era; and the environ-
mental movement—a cozlition initially inspired
by the youth movement of the 1960s that has
broad-based support in 1ts contemporary clashes
to protect the resources ol this planei. These case
studies seck 1o illuminate the historical impor-
tance and continuing relevance of protest and
reform in American life as well as iltustrate the
variely ol reflorm impulses and experiences.

These three rather different examples of
protest and reflorm weye chosen because each
provides a chflerent perspective an areas such as

* *
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the ongin or calalyst of reform, the composition of
the movement, the tactics used to elfect change,
and the parameters of success or failure of reform
and prolest in nineteenth- and twenticth-century
America.

Origins or Catalysts of Reform
‘chardless of whether. as Emerson suggests,
“every reform was once a private thought” or
developed out of a collaborative elfort, the origins
or catalysts for such a concerted effort for change
vary greatly. Some reform efforts, like the Populist
movement, are shaped by long-standing economic
lactors that are then aggravated through an occa-
sion such as the depression of 1893. Other re-
forms are molded by extreme poverty or blatant
injustice and are motivated into action by a mar-
riage of climactic inadent with eflective leader-
ship such as occurred during the Montgomery bus
boycott of 1953, where a black woman, Rosa
Parks, was arrested for refusing to give up her seat
for a white passenger on a segregated bus. Parks's
decision spurred the Alrican American commu-
nity to action and encouraged Mautin Luther King.
Jr., to take a leading role in the civil rights move-
ment Still other reform efforts, like the environ-
menial movement, were initiated by events or
issues that reflect concerns that are more universal
in nature and transcend the influences of a single
gioup. Despile different origins, all manner
of reform usually shares a perception that
the wrong or the injustice reflects a faw "
in the system and not just the shortcomings
of an individual or group, and that the forces
that created this problem
can be confronted.

Composition
Reform movements are usually composed of
like-thinking individuals or organizations thal
agree on certain limited goals or who recognize
the need 10 develop coalitions with groups of
similar interest. Traditionally, successful reform
maovements are peopled and led by members of
the middle class, as is the case, for example, in the
environmental movement. Middle-class comp-
osition usually ensures that the reform is limited
and moderate because this class of citizens has
much o benefit from and 1o protect within the
current system. Also, middle-class reformers
usually have both access to capital that funds the
activities of the organization and connections
within the system that help their cause. Because
middle-class relormers are usually perceived as
moderate by those outside of the reform, it is
easier [or this group to develop allies and sup-
parters. Usually, lower-class-initiated movements
have been less successful in American
reform. An exception was the
civil rights movement. The
lower-class and racial

7 T A L. - ) .
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support owside of radicals, youths, and the
Alrican American community. Uliimately,
however, the dignity and testraint of the
movement members and their eflective use of
the media helped 10 make this reforn more
acceplable to most Americars.

Tactics of Reform Movements

ntit the advent of the civil rights movement,
Umosl reformers of successful movements used
methods of protest that were well within the
accepied bounds ol the American political and
social system. Protest groups used moderate
lactics such as petittons, legal options, lobbyng,

and other means of acceptable legislative pressure.

When the Populists crafted organizations such as
the Farmers Alliance or created a pohitical pary
they crossed the bounds ol acceprable protest—
hence, their pracuceal and concrete successes were
limited. The il rights movement broadened the
mechanisms and tactics of reform by relying on a
mixture of iraditional means such as seeking legal
redress in the courts with the extralegal measures
of nonviolent direct action. This nonviolent direct
action, bathed both in black Christian traditions
and the passive resistance plilosophy of Gandh,
included the vse of boycotls, marches, and direct
con{rontations that would “fill all the jails.” All
these actions wete geared 1o tapping the reservoir
of inherent fairness and decency in the nation so
that it would be moved “to fight the youd light.”
In addition, these extralegal acuvitics were cralted
to help the moventent make s case through the
cowrt of television and print media; ths ensured
the movement that millions of Americans would
conlront the outrages in the South each evening
over dinner. Ultimately these tactics of direct
action were adopted by a wide array ol
reformers with vastly diflerent
political and social
agendas,

like the environmential movement and the "right-
1o-life” movement.

The Limits of Successful Reform

here have been reforms in this nation thar

were successiul because of charismatic
leadership. There have been reforms that accom-
plished much due to a lortuitous set of circum-
stances. However, most successlul reform in
America can be aivibuted o the limited nature of
its programs. The cornerstone of this success was
concrete goals—like the envirommental move-
ment's plan that called for clean air legislation but
that did not attempt to reform society or restruc-
ture the American political or economic system.
While utopian reforms such as the Oneida
Community in nineteenth-century New York had
its adherents. its goals of 2 new social order were
deemed 00 radical and were ultimately unsup-
ported by most Amenicans. Successful reform,
whether in the economic. social, or political
sphere, is often measured and comained. While
such reform ofuimes prevents more compre-
hensive or radical mmovauon, it slowly helps the
system adapt to the ever-changing American
populace and respond 10 the olten conflicling
demands of its citizens.

The American political system benefits from
the activities of reflormers such as Frederick
Douglass whose cry of “aguaie, agitate, agitate™
sull echoes through the nation. This system, this
govermment, has aged well because it is not
immune 1o change. Thomas Jelferson once wrote
that “eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." So
too is the willingness 1o work for and to tolerate
change. America's greatest strength lies not in the
changes wrought by protest and reform but in its
citizens’ willingness to protect and cherish the
right to protest—a right that Americans have used
with regularity throughout the nation’s histary A
right, il nurtured and embraced, that will
cominue o serve us all in the future. *
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“Farmers need to raise less corn and more hell.”

« Mary Elizabeth Lease, Populist organizer, 1890 »
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gradumed Income 1ax,
direct election of US
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Personal Accounts

The Crop Lien

The farmey, his eyes downcast, and lis hat
sometimes literally in his hand, approached the
merchant with a list of his needs. The man behind
the counter consulted a ledger, and after a mumbled
exchange, moved to his shelves to select the goods
that would satisfy at least a part of his customer’s
wants. Rarely did the farmer receive the range of
items or even the quantity of one item he had
requested. No money changed hands; the merchant
merely made brief notattions in his ledger. Two
weeks or a mondi later; the farmer would retuin,
the consultation would recw; the miunbled exchange
and the careful sclection of goods would ensue, and
new additions would be noted in the ledger. From
carly spring io late fall the ritwal would be cnacted
until, at “settlin’-up” time, the farmer and the
merchant would meet at the local cotton gin, where
the fruits of a year’s 1oil would be ginned, bagged,
tied, weighed, and sold. At that moment, the
Jarmer would learn what his cotton had brought.
The merchant, who had possessed tidle to the crop
even before the farmer had planted it, then
consudted his ledger for « final time. The
accumulated debt for the year, he informed the
Jarmey, exceeded the income reccived from the
cotion crop. The farmer had failed in his effort to
“pay out"—he still owed the merchant a remaining
balance for the supplies “furnished” on credit during
the year. The “furnishing merchant” would then
annouiice is intention (o carry the farmer through
the winter on a new account, the latier mevely
having to sign a note morigaging to the merchant
the next year's crop. The lien signed, the farmes;
empty-handed, climbed in his wagon and drove
home, knowing that for the second or fifth or
fifteenth year he had not paid oul.

(Goodwyn, 21-25)
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Letter from a Farm Wife (ranscription)

Mendota, Kans — June 29 1894

Dear Governor

[ take my Pen In hand to let you know that we are
Starving to death. 1tis Preuty havd (o do without
any thing to Eat hear in this God for saken
countryl.] [W]e would of had Plenty 1o Eat

if the hail hadent cut our rye down and ruined our
corn and Potatoes.] I had the Pretiiest Garden
that you Ever seen and the hail ruined It und 1
have nothing 1o look at[.] My Husband went a way
to find work and came home last mght and told me
that we would have to Starvel.] He has bin in ten
countys and did not Get no work{.] 1t is Pretty hard
for a woman to do with out any thing to Eat when
She doesent no what minute She will be confined to
bed[.] If I was In lowa | would be all vight{.] I was
born there and raised there[.] I havent had nothing
10 Eat to day and It is three o clock.]

well 1 witl close  rite Soon
From Mus. Susan Orcutt

A letier 1o Kansas Governor Lewelling
Kansas State Historical Society
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Farmers as an Emerging Force

he agranan movement that began alter the

Civil War and culminated in the Populist
Party did not becorne power{ul enough 10 caplure
the presidency ov set national policy
Nevertheless, it did gain enough strengih to win
many local clections, participate in the public
debale, become a major third party, and inflluence
the presidential elections of 1892 and 1896
While these farmers reaped linnied direct benefits
[rom their protests, their actions influenced and
stimulated polincal change that ulimately led, in
parl, Lo more active and responsive {ederal and
state governments. These were remarkable
achievements for a movement comprised of
farmers—and predominantly the poorest of
(armers. Reeling {tom the problems caused by the
country's rapid growth, increased farm
productivity, and unregulated monetary and
credit systems, farmers lought back with the

11

power ol organized activity—first in educational
and social organizations, then in cooperatives, and
finally in 2 poluical party.

The farmers' major problems stemimed from
their depeudence en credit and a decline in crop
revenues that resuhed Irom overproduction.
Farmers had [ree or cheap land, but they had to
take loans Lo plant crops and buy necessities until
the harvest and sale of their crop. Prices declined
in the twenty-five years alter the war because
more land was being farmed and because of
technological advances in machinery and
feruilizer. Supply exceeded demand. Bigger crops
each year ironically brought lower prices: the
lower prices farmers received for their crops made
it impossible 1o pay off their loans. Some were
locked into the crop-lien system, which made
their situation worsen, not improve, with every
crop. These severe problems were added (o the

cas
Norton County
Kansas, residence
This dugout
dwelling svas not
what people
pictured when
they imagined

the peaceful, rural
world of the farm

family.

Kansas State
Historical Society
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farmers traditional dependence on the weather
and the hardships and isolaiion of farm life.

Struggling farmers had few opuons Some
farmers sought limited relief by moving west,
mostly to Texas, lured by the vision of open lands
and {resh opportumty. But African American
{farmers who tried 10 escape debt lived under the
coercive threat of white terronst groups such as
the Ku Klux Klan For many. conditions were
little better than stavery.

The dream of Iresh starts in new farmlands did
not solve the farmers’ problems. Farmers quickly
discovered that without suflicient credit, they
lacked the necessary capital 1o establish linancial
independence. The problems they had lled in the
colton belt cropped up again in the West. Slowly
farmers, after years of failure and (rustration.
created organizations of mutual support.

Farmers Organizations

Among the many types ol mutual aid societies
popular among larmers, one of the most
widespread was the Patrons ol Husbandry, known
as the Grange. This orgamzation sought to
circtumvent the high prices ol the credit merchant
by establishing cash-only cooperative stores
(Goodwyn, 32). Many farmers could not take
advantage of this option, however, because their
lundamental problem was 2 lack of cash. The
creation of the Grange signalled the farmer’s
undersianding that a changing American
economic and poliucal scene demanded new and
innovalive responses.

Farmers Alliance

% The first organizaiion (o ofler a practical
alternative for struggling farm (amilies was the
Farmers Alliance in Texas. The Alliance began as
one of scores of farmers organizations of the

it
i

1870s and 1880s, a time in which {armers and
ranchers were olten in confllicl over frontier lands,
In its early years, the Alliance was a social
organization that had secrets and rites hke the

Cnre Ty S Lo

o
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fraternal orders popular at the time.

The Alliance would perhaps have
never made a lasting impact had it
not been for the compelling creativity
and vision of S. O. Daws, who
revitalized the faltering Alliance in
1884-85 as tis first “traveling
leclurer.” Daws helped convince
farmers that their problems were
rooted in the credit and marketing
sysiem of the cotion bel (McMath,
18). This was new to farmers
accustomed (o Southern newspapers’
insistence that farmers “bought 100
much and sold (oo litle” (Goodwyn.
24, 26-27).
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Daws proposed a countermonopotistic strategy
as a sotwtjon. Farmers in the Alliance would (rade
exclusively with one merchant. In exchange for
the proceeds from their cotton crop, the merchant
would provide the necessary {arm 100ls and other
supphes directly 1o the Alliance instead of through
a middleman. There was considerable opposition
Irom retajlers, and many merchants refused 1o
deal with the Alliance except through
inlermediaries.

The Alliance persisted nonetheless and
gradually established local sub-Alliances as
farmers joined lorces using their crops as a
bargaining chip. In 1885 they voted to sell
collectively through mass cotton sales, a practice
known as “bulking.” Because of convenience o
buyers, especially from (oreign countries, they
were able to charge higher prices.

The tangible resulis of the Alliance program
auracied hundreds of farmers to the organization’s

13

ranks, New members were recruited through
the traveling lecturers, who focused as much on
educating larmers about the cvedit and banking
system, or offering technological or scientific
information, as on “selling” the Alliance

In fact. once farmers began to understand the
machinations of the financial system, they
required little convincing. The Alliance was
emerging as an important econonic aclor in
the South.

The farmers in the Alliance began 10 see that
their obstacles lay in the control of economic
policy by people who were acting in the interest
ol big business. They felt that the difficulty of
getting credit, the tight money supply, and the
falling prices were being controlied by Northern
bankers and politicians. As therw analysis
broadened, farmers began to recognize common
grievances being expressed by other types of
workers.

. en
Engraving in
Frank Leslic's
fllustrated
Newspaper,
August 30, 1873,
showing a meeting
of the Grange.

a farmers
organizat on.

Library of Cangress
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n his presidenual
Ind in 1896,
William Jennings
Bryan took his
campaign to the
people. While his
apponent greeted
crowds from his
front porch,
Bryan traveled
constrantly,
making pver six
hundved speeches
and reaching an
estomated five
million people. A
powerful speaker,
Bryan might have
won in the age

of radio and
television,

Library of Congress
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In 1886, the Alliance's new chief organizer was
a thirty-six-year-old larmer named William Lamb.
He had been introduced to the organization by
S. O. Daws but soon became its innovaiive leader.
Lamb led the organization Lo support the
Missouri-Pacific Line railroad strike led by the
Knights of Labor. Their rationale was that the
railroad workers, like the farmers. were bemng
exploited by big money interests. The Alliance’s
material support cnabled the Knights to prolong
the strike, but magnate Jay Gould hired
strikebreakers. Within months, the strike was
broken, the union crushed, and the leaders jailed.

Although a [ew agrarian reformers became true
radicals, envisioning farmers and workers united
to bring down big business. (he \wo groups
ultimately pursued their separate goals. The strike
experience, however, led the Alliance 10 a new
emphasis toward clectoral polirics. The groups'
convention of August 1886 refllected an
increasingly racical and politically sophisticated
set of demands. including endorsement of a
flexible money supply (Greenbacks) to counteracl
the effects of constricted gold-based supply.

Colored Farmers National
Alliance and Cooperative Union
* A major sector of the farming
popuiation only tangentially
touched by lormal Alliance
activism was that comprised of
Alrican American farmers. The
Texas Alliance voted in 1832 to
restrict membership to whites,
because members viewed their
alfiliation as a social organizauon
“where we meet with our wives
and daughters” (McMath, 15).
During the Populist campaigns of
the 1890s, African American
participalion was cndorsed., but in
the Farmers Alliance of the 1880s,
httle elfort was made 1o inciude
blacks. White Alliancemen
brought their families 10 mass
rallies andl meetings in ribbon-
bedecked buggies, amid waving
banncrs and flags. Alvican
American farmers could not
possibly present such an open
challenge o the power structure
of the while supremacist South,
parecularly when the people they
challenged conirolled the judicial,
penal, and police systems,
Moreover, lynch law superseded all legal political
processes. A meeting of black farmers in 1886
nevertheless laid the foundation for the Colored
Farmers Natonal Alliance and Cooperative Unton,
Cautiously operating under the aegis of white
spokesmen, the Coloved Alliance eventually grew
to an estimated quarter million members
(Goodwyn, 118-23). Excluded from many
organizauions because of race, Alrican Americans
often formed parallel nstitwions such as the
Colored Alliance. This practice not only provided
immediate benefits for group members, but also
contribuled to the stability and autonomy of the
Alrican American community during the years of
legalized segregation.

Expansion into Economic Influence
Wilh the success of the bulking system and
the growth of the organization, Alliance
leaders devised more ambitious plans. Dr.
Charles W. Macune provided the intellectual
leadership. Arguing that local or even state
collective enterprise was nol suificient, Macunc
outlined a secret organization of all colton
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growers [or the express purpose ol breaking the
power ol monopaly—creaing, i essence, a
farmers” monopoly (Hicks, L34). An Exchange
basect in Datlas was 10 serve as the central
marketing and sales agent and also as a discount
purchaser of farm implements Tor Alliance
members. Acting collectively, farmers would be
able 10 demand [air prices for their crops and 10
obiam discounts as bulk purchasers. The plan
would have circumvented both creditors and
retailers.

Ideally, the Exchange would have been started
with capital collected (rom members, but most
farmers still lacked cash and requived credit 1o
finance their annual crop. The Alliance arranged
jomt notes for each local sub-Alliance. co-signed
by propeny owners. When these notes were
brought to the banks as collateral for loans. they
were refused. Macune and other Alliance
spokesmen charged collusion and interference
from competing cconomic interests. Without
initial cash capital, the Texas Exchange could not
purchase the supplies needed 10 raise the cotton
crop. Despite its effons to survive, the Alliance
closed the Texas Exchange after twenty months
(Hicks, 134-37).

The experiences of the Farmers Alliance led
many members 10 believe that their real problem
lay in the fact that laws and custorary praclices
favored banks and big businesses over ordinary
small farmers  They hecame convinced of this in
1889 when therr political represematives refuse
Lo support a proposal for government assistance to

7rlET HE i
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farmers. The Alliance had wanted the government
10 store farmers’ crops Lo awail higher prices
belore selling, and to pay them up to 80 percent
of the market value in advance. In exchange,
parucipating farmers would pay interest and fees
for grading, storage. and insurance. All they
needed but did not obtain was the support of
their representanives in Congress 1o sponsor and
enact the necessary legislation. which they called
the “subtreasury plan.”

Taking the Political Route

Polmcal parties were stll inlluenced by the
regional lines ol the Civil War. The
Republicans were the party of the North,
influenced heavily by the Northeastern banking
communily. Most white Southerners belonged to
the Democtitic Party; after the war, the pary
became the symbol of white supremacy, states
rights, and the “lost” cuhure of the South.
Northern Alliancemen who could not see thetr
own needs met by either the Democratic or the
Republican party were willing 1o consider third-
party activity, Bui Southern Alliancemen wanied
to stay members of the Democratic Party, partly
because abandoning it meant undermining white
supremacy Although the Democrats courted the
farmers' support, ultimately, in 1890-91 Alliance
allihates around the country decided 10 form a
true “people’s party,” the Popuhst Party.

The emergence of a major third party showed
both Republicans and Democrats that they could
not ignore the Populists. Many Populist
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Butchering hogs.
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The political
commentator who
drew this cartoon
recognized that
William Jennings
Biyant's
presidential bid
was based on
uneasy
compyoniscs.
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candidates campargned
in local elections, yet
heyond rhe agriculwural
belt farmers found it
dilficult to win the
support of the ethnically
diversc urban workers,
necessary il they were 1o
build a national
coalition. Democratic
and Republican party
members in agriculuwral
districts found they
needed farmers’ votes o
stay in office. Ineviiably,
the Democrats and
Populisis sought each
other out,

The Democrais

members became
worried that their real
concerns were
disappeaving amid the
rhetoric, as the
Democrats whitiled
away at the hull Populist
platform. The
Democrats chose the
electrilying speaker
William Jennings Bryan
(o run against McKinley
in the presidential
elections of 1896 and
pressured the Populists
to endorse Bryan as
their own candidlate
as well.

After an intense and

offered the advaniage of
national organization and the promise ol
incorporating Populist demands on their party
platform. The Populisis were skeptical of true
Democratic support but felt pressured Lo agree on
an allegiance in the hopes ol endorsement ol their
programis once the Democrats caime to power. As
clection time neared, Democrats insisted that
Jarmers’ concerns would not have broad enough
appeal [or a national campaign.

An important [orce in shaping the Populists’
connection with the Democratic Party was a major
economic depresston in 1893. [n trying to
understand why the country had entered a
depression, people tumed 1o Lwo ideas that had
been circulating since 1873: thai protective tart(fs
and the money supply were the causes of
€CONOMIC Woes.

Part of the credit problem atacked by the
Alliance was the fact that the government kept the
only official money, gold, 1 short supply. They
advocated circulaling more money, either
“greenback” bills or silver, This would cause
some inflation, but higher prices for crops would
enable farmers Lo get out of debt. The Democrats
encouraged the Populists 1o jointly support “free
silver” as a campaign strategy, seeing this as a
broad enough issue for national support.

Financed heavily by Western silver mine
owners, the “lree silver” movement swept the
country as an answer to the country’s deepening
financral troubles. Positioned against the
Republican “goldbugs,” the silverites claimed they
stood for the interests of the people and not big
business. But as the silver issue began o
dominate national debates, many Alliance
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emotional campaign
season, the Democratic-Populist ticket lost the
presidency. despie a good showing n Southem
local elections. By fusing with the Democrals, the
Populists soon lost their autonomy. By 1898 the
Populists had virtually disappeared as a political
lorce.

But the election had been hotly contested:
nearly fourteen million voters created the largest
turnout in American history. Republican
McKinley had had the financial suppoit of big
business—und millions more in campaign lunds
than Bryan. McKinley's viclory came largely [rom
his success in the indusinalized Northeast and the
support of businessmen. workers, and prosperous
farmers. His victory symbolically demonstrated
the emergence of an urban, industrial society and
the decline of a rural, agriculiural one (Cherny).

Lessons of the Populist Experience

he poor larmers could not gain the support of

a large enough segment of the American
population to prevail. Yet they had. i just three
tumultuous decades, challenged the shape and
structure of the American economy. Their
political transformation began with the simple
deswe 1o live a lile to which they believed they
were entitled. Hundreds of farm families in the
South and West clung to the common American
wisdom that hard honest work, “the sweat of one's
brow,” would at the very least save them {rom the
grip of debt, peconage. and foreclosures sweeping
the farm belt. Yet, vo matier how hard they
worked, many laced financial ruin; in response,
they sought to miake the government more
attentive 10 their needls.
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The Populist experience also highlights the
processes by which the American (inancial elite
deflused a potentially explosive movement.
Realizing that the Populists represented significant
electoral strength. both Democrats and
Republicans awempied to incorporate enough of
the Populist 1deology into their political platforms
to satisly the Populists without alienating their
regular membership. Both parties suffered decp
splits over the silver issue, but the Denrocrats co-
opted the Populist cause in the presidential
campaign of 1896.

In some respects, the Populists were successful
in implementing their policy initiatives. They
gained a sense of identny and common cause by
organizing. They raised concerns about the
growing inftuence of large corporations n
American economic and political hfe and the
mjustices in the economic system. They also
recognized Lthe need o {orce the federal govern-
ment 1o intercede more actively in improving the
lives of its citizens. The concerns first raised by the
Populisis were soon trumpeted in the Progressive
reforms of the pre-World War 1 era. %

* %k %
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Questions to Consider

1. Did the Populists realistically respond to
the root causes of their problems or did they
create and auack scapegoats?

. How did the Populists respond to a changing
America that was shaped by immigration,
industrialization, and other factors beyond
their conirol?

, To what extent were the [armers responsible
for the economic crises of the late ninetecnth
century? What other faciors, il any, shaped
the economic possibilities of these farmers?

. Despite the eflorts of the Populist movement,
farmers have suflered economically and
polincally. Based on other reading, compare
the life of farmers in the late nineteenth
century o that of farmers in the late twentieth
cenury. Explain the American agricultural
movement ol the late 1970s.

. Read the (irst chapter of L. Frank Baum's
The Wizard of Oz. How does this presentation
counter traditional images of the farmer?
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We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily
given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.

» Martin Luther King, Jr. »
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Personal Accounts

Memoirs of the Movement

Fgrew up in Martinsville, Virginia, and that'’s a
small town of abowr 35,000 people tn the
Shenandoah Valley, Very beautiful area. My parents
are still living there Graduated high schoot there in
[fifiy-cight. And discussing the segregated South, 1
often tall with my friends and how it affected us at
the time. I know when 1 was in high school, even
when [was in elementary school, 1 noticed that in
owr books—it didn’t bother me, becavse 1 didn’t
hnow any better; vou know—I noticed that our
books abways rcad “Martinsville High Scheol.” and,
of course, our high school was Albert Hanis High
School, it wasn't the same school. In fuct, the white
high school was Martinsville High School.

And then in high school, we had a band since |
was about seventh grade, and we wore white shives
and black pants. When we were in parades thai
involved a city—you know, Thanksgiving, any other
type of parade that the city had, they mvolved the
school and after a while we Jelt very—"Why don’t
we have uniforms ltke Martinsville High School?”
They had fabulous uniforms, and their majoreues
had uniforms, and it seems like cvery time we were
going to be n a ity parade, being on display, you
know, we had to conpure up something diffevent for
the majorettes to wear. . . .

So there was this particular parade, and we had
a new band director, that's what it was, a new band
director: And he was very young, I guess just out of
college, and he didn’t tike the idea. . . .“We're not
going to bc in a parade if we can't have uniforms.”
... S0 when we got our new uniforms, the band was
so excuied. It read, stamped in the back,
“Martinsville High School.” We were very happy
that we had gotten new uniforms, but our colors
were burgundy and white, and Martinsville High
School, thetr colors were burgundy and gold. Bui
stll, we had a uniform! You know what 1'm saying?
So when 1 think abowt my days before the signing of

the legislation and cverything. those bifls or
whatever, how | did think about 1t, bui didn't know
why, or didn’t think that things should be different.
Yeah. 1t was just a way of life.

So, going to Hamplon funiversity] in 1958—w«
didn’t do this my freshman year; T think it started in
fifty-ninc. So fifty-nine . . .and the student
governments getting us together;, and we're wathing
about doing the su-ins in Hampton and Newport
News, Virginia. . .. As Trecall, a ot of the students
were very [rightened to do that, because at that time
we started reading in the newspapers abont how the
policemen were there, and the dogs, and the firc
hydrants, and all of that. 1 know that was my
fecling. “Arc we really going to do this?” ... At that
time 'd been there a yeay, so we had gone
downtown, and if yow wanted a dvink from this
particular drugstore . . .you had to go—they had
carry-out places for you to go—and you had to
stand at the edge of the counter near the door and
order a soda. So that’s where 1 used to do the sit-ins.
.. You go i, and once they said, “We don't serve
you. Leave,” you lmow, 1was never the type of
person to say anything back, 1just got up and left,
because I was afraid of. you know, being pui i jail.
1 was raised with the idea that you don't go 1o jail,
so I didn 't know how that would affcct me.

... We always went in groups. They told us not
(0 go alonc . . e went into Newport News,
Virginia—had to vide a bus. They brought buses
onto campus that would take us into the town of
Newport News, and a number of us, owr parents
had gotten us charge accounts at this particular
store in Newport News .. but they had a tca 1oom
upstairs that we couldnt go. . 1o .. —Isaud, “I
want to integrate this place.” and we had gone
upstairs this particular day to the tca room, and
they had said they wouldn't serve us. . . .

We were leaving, See, after so many times, if the
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waitress or whomever said, “We don't serve vou.
Would you leave?” or whatever she'd say—maybe
they would say that (wo or three times o you and
then you'd sce that you were not going (o be served,
so you would leave.

... S0 as we were standing outside, that'’s when
they did the firc hydrant and the hose, and that was
the most devastating experience. That was the first
time 1 had seen that, even though you'd read in the
newspapers, it had never happened to me and
never happened to anybody that 1 kiew.

It madc you very angry. It made you very angry
and qucstioning why, why, why is this happening?
Then you'd think about your poor parents or you
had an unclc or a cousin or a brothey who was in
the service and serving the country, but yet you
didn't have equal vights in the country too—so why
would they have them fighting for the country if we
couldn't have equal vights that way? . . . It was also
very molivating. “I'm gonna do this,” and “I'm
gonna do that,” and you're going to continue school,
vou're going to get as much education as you're
voing 1o get, nobodys going to hold me down, and
we're gomg to go to the end with this. So that’s when
I'saw. that’s when my head changed about it, and |
think it did for a lot of other people, a lot of other
kids my age.

Excerpt from interview with Jacky
Bolden, August 135, 1985.

Joan and Robert Mornson
Collection, National Museumn

of American History

Origins of the Civil Rights Movement

During the 19505 and 1960s. a loose coalition
of blacks and whitcs, the middle and the
lower classes, laborers and professionals,
individuals and organizations effected profound
racial change in America. While this civil rights
movement for equal rights lor all citizens began m
earnest in the twentieth century, its roots lay in
the struggles of Frederick Douglass, Sojourner
Truth. W, E. B. DuBois, lda B. Wells. and millions
ol other less famous Alrican Americans, both slave
and free. Landmark Supreme Court decisions in
the 1950s gave Alrican Americans new legal
standing, and the movement set out 10 change
equality under Jaw into equality in the daily lives
of millions of oppressed people. Although the
movement was organized by the black middle
class, it was the laborers, the mothers, the
students, schoolteachers. and domestics who
worked together in protest 1o imtiate change.
Effected largely through peacelul resistance, the
movement would extend to all segments of
society. The initial protest was about laws, but it
grew o include economics and, ultimately,
autiudes.

During the years that immediately followed the
Civil War, Congress adopled the Thirteenth,
Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the
Consttution. These amendments lor the first time
n the history of the United States guaranteed
blacks freedom, citizenship, and sulfrage These
acts, which would fall into disuse during the late
nineteenth century, ulumately provided the legal
foundation for the changes sparked by the civil
rights movement. For a brie{ period alter the war
until the withdrawal of Umon wroops from the
South in 1877, blacks exercised their right 10
vote, and many held [ederal and state offices. Yet,
because most blacks were released from slavery
without land compensation or adequate
resources, they were economically dependent,
especially in the South.
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Alrican Amencans
struggled 1o obtain educa-

tion and employment. Many

became tenant farmers,
indebted 1o owners {or use
of the land. seed. and tools.
Southeim whites, devastated
by the war, were openly
hostile 1o Alrican Americans.
Access 1o public facilities
hike schools, theaters, and
restaurants was restricted,
segregated, or denied Most
Southern blacks faced
constant bigotry, open
hostility, and blatant
discrimination. Terrorist
groups such as the Ku Klux
Kian and the Knights of the
White Cametia represented
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tested Lthe Alabama segre-
gation laws by rcfusing w
give up her seal to a whie
person on a Montgomery,
Alabama. city bus. Parks
was arrested. The black
community of Montgomery
rallied in support of Mrs.
Parks behind a church-
dominated leadership led
by the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther Kimg, Jr. Blacks
boycotted the bus systen.
For a year blacks walked or
carpooled and suffered lalse
arrests, lines, cancellation
ol insurance on cars being
used instead of buses,
firebombings, and KKK
marches. They refused 10

the worst extremes of fear

Donations  $2.00 $3.50 $5.00

end the boycott until the

C e e

law that enforced

and hatred.

In the North. racism manifested itsell in
different, sometimes less obvious ways than in the
South, but discrimination prevailed. Buses,
restaurants, and jobs were not explicitly
segregated by law, but by cusiom, beaches, dance
halls, and social service facilities were all
separated by race. Restricied residential patterns
fed to predominantly black or white
neighborhoods, businesses. and schools. And
black workers, whose opportunities were liniied
by race, were hired last, fired first, and passed
over for promotions,

Since its inception in 1909, the National
Association for the Advancement ol Colored
People (NAACP) began cautiously 10 1ry out
marches, court cases, and boycouts that challenged
the prevailing racial customs and laws. After both
world wars. black soldiers returned 1o the United
States and [ound that alter fighung for democracy
m Europe, they also had 10 baude for democracy
in America. Thus, by 1950, this history of struggle
cuiminated in an era of great expectation, a time
that forever changed race relations in this counury,
a period of turmoil, violence, victories, and
deleals—the era of the el rights movement tn
America,

With the lawsuit Brown v Board of Education
of Topcha (May 17, 1954), the Supreme Court
unanimously ruled against the “separate but
equal” laws that kept America’s schools and
ultimately the nation segregated. Only a year
later, Rosa Parks, buoyed by the recent Court
decision and motivated by laugue and anger,
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segregation was repealed. In 1956, the Supreme
Cowrt ordered Montgomery's buses desegregated.
The civil rights movement had its [irsi victory.

Principal Organizations
O ganzations became the driving force in
giving direction 10 the movement and
articulating the concerns ol Afncan Americans in
the legal and political arenas. Of the many civil
rights organmzanons active during the 1950s and
1960s, the most influential were the National
Association {or the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), the Southern Christian Leadership
Conlerence (SCLC). and the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCQC)

National Association for the Advancement

of Colored People (NAACP)

* The NAACP, the oldest of these organmzanons.
was founded in 1909 by a group ol white social
activists and one African American, W. E. B.
DuBois. The group's early activities locused on
anti-lynching legislation and political protests.
By the 1950s, it had a broad network of local
chapters and was the best-known of the civil
rights groups. NAACP was regarded by many
Alrican Americans as conservative: because of its
efforts 1o maintain amicable relations with
legislators and other influential Americans, the
organization was refuctant to support activities
that went outside the accepted methods of protest
such as legal petitioning and legislative lobbying,
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Yet the NAACP olten step-
ped to the forefront as the
representauve of Afvican
American viewsonce the
efforts of civil rights activists
brough( national attention
1o the issues ol lynching,
segregation, and voling
rights.

Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE)

* CORE, founded in 1942,
was the first group Lo intro-
duce Gandhian principles of
nonviolence into African
American tactics of resis-
tance. An interracial
organization from Chicago,
CORE had spread tnto the
South by 1954, As the
movement progressed,

for voler registration, particularly in Florida,
Louisiana, and South Carolina. The organization
had highly visible, charismatic leaders like James
Farmer and later Floyd McKissick, but it allowed
enough autonomy at the local level to develop
leadership skills in all chapters.

Southern Christian Leadership

Conference (SCLC)

% The SCLC was born during the Montgomery
bus boycott of 1955-56. It originally was an
umbrella organization consisting ol the heads of
local churches and activists [rom such groups as
the NAACP. Martin Luther King, Jr., became the
fivst president, assisted by Ralph David Abernathy
and young recruits like Andrew Young and Jesse
Jackson. Unlike the older groups, SCLC member-
ship was overwhelmingly black and drew heavily
on the traditions and culiure of the churches from
which {1 originated. Largely due to Martin Lother
King's growing national stature, SCLC quickly
amassed a huge following and substantial funds.
This support enabled SCLC 1o pursue the political
and legislative agenda on a nauonal level, gaining
access 1o influential politicians 1o lobby on behalf
of legislation such as the Voting Rights and Ciwl
Rights acts

Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Committee (SNCCQ)

* Many black and white students had joined the
tnovement, and the older arganizations rushed o

ol

T

*

LET'S DO THE JOB

JOIN CORE

CORE became involved with grassrools organizing
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harness and direct their
energy. In 1960 the Student
Nonviotem Coordinaling
Commitlee (SNCC) was
created by the SCLC 10 be a
youth wing, but it quickly
became autonomous. 1t
never became prominent in
negotiations with the
national political establish-
ment, but SNCC was per-
haps the most ambitious
and active grassrools mobi-

=
OGET"ER l lizing organization n the
L]

movement. Though led by
Southern black studenus,
membership mcluded many
Nosthern white sympa-
thizers who participated in
summer voler-regisiration
campaigns, activities that
were essenlial Lo the success
ol the movement but were also quite dangerous
for the members of SNCC.

The movement included people of dillerent
class, racial, and geographic backgrounds. People
also dilfered in terms of political perspectives and
appropnate strategy. One ol the siriking features
ol the movement was that ordinary people who
had never participated in forinal political
organizaiions were olten moved to join these
organizations, with {ittle prompting. A student
participant in the movement commented that “the
civil rights movement was Jed by leaders who did
their best o keep up with the people.” Students,
mothers, sharecroppers—ordinary lolks—
gathered at their communny churches and schools
in mass meelings. They transformed hymns and
spivituals into “freedom songs™ of siruggle, such as
“We Shall Overcome," which hecame the national
anthem of the movement. This stirring theme was
sung 10 close each meeting as members stood,
arms crossed and hands clasped; it has since
become the rallying call lor prorest movements of
every kind.

Tactics
Fivc of the major tactics used during the era of
nonviolent protest were boycolis, sit-ins.
Freedom Rides. marches, and voter registration.
Although some of these tactics had been used by
other protesting groups, they were particularly
effective in the civil rights movement, in part
because media coverage brought them 1o national
atlention.

e
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Boycotts

# The Montgomery, Alabama, hoycou following
the arvest of Rosa Parks was nonviolent but
effective. The boyeou lasted a vear and came close
to being crushed by the city of Monigomery's
obtaining a county court order to end black

carpoots. Eatlier that same day, however, the
Supreme Court voided Montgomery law to
segreeate buses. The hoveott drew nattonal media
attention not only to Montgomery and 1o Dr.
King, but to the beginnings of the movement as
well. Boveotts represented a major tool of the
movement in the South for the pext wen vears. In

aies from Selma, Alabama, 10 Albany, Georgia, 0
Little Rock. Arkansas. boyeotts ol businesses that
refuzed 1o hire black workers or that mistreated
their black clientele helped 1o change the
economic landscape of the South.

Sit-ins

# In 1961, four students from Novth Carolina
A&T University refused 1o leave the lunch counter
in the Greensboro Woolworth's until they were
served. In many Southern eateries, blacks were
unable to st at lunch counters or eat in dining
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rooms; they were expected
Lo eat standing in the
“colored comner” or take
their meals outside. Rather
than accept the humiliation
of segregated eating, the sit-
in was developed, attracted
national media publicity,
and spread across the South
as 2 movement( strategy, in
part because i1 was
essentially an active vet
nonviolent posture.

Freedom Rides
%* As the initial enthusiasm
[or sit-ns began to wane,
SNCC activists joined with
CORE in an experiment of 2
new tactic, the “Freedom
Ride." On May 1, 1961, an
integrated group embarked
on a uip lrom Washinglon,
D.C.. 1o New Orleans on
1\o separate buses 1o
desegregate buses and
terminals along the way.
In Alabama, one bus was
burned and the other was
auacked by a mob. Many
participants were seriously
injured and dccided (o
abandon the trip. Martin
Luther King, Jr., president
of the SCLC, called for a
hali 1o the ride under
pressure [rom Auwomey
General Robert Kennedy.
Yet. ignoring the warnings,
students mobilized by
SNCC poured inlo
Alabama 1o continue the
Ride through Mississippi.
Throughout the
summer of 1961, the Freedom Rides continued
with the parucipation of Southern students and
many Northern white supporiers. These efforts
ultimately succeeded in forcing the desegregation
of interstate transportation facilities.

Marches

* Another major tactic of the movement was the
use of marches as a means to protest segregation
and discrimination. These marches, which
occurred from Selma (0 Monigomery, in
Memphis, in Chicago, and in a myriad of large
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cities and rural hamlets, served several important
purposes. First, these processions allowed the
diverse leaders of CORE, SNCC, SCLC, and the
NAACP to come together and parucipate in a
concerled effor. In a way, these marches served as
a unilying laclor during this period. Second,
because these marches required planning and
advance nolice, they were éxceptionally suited for
sumulating television and media attention. One
cannot underestimate the impact of hundreds of
citizens marching peacefully [or equal righis, and
often conlronted violently or attacked with dogs
and water hoses, on the millions of Americans
who watched or read aboul these marches each
day. Third. the marches were also an opportunity
for the average citizen to participate in this
struggle. For many blacks, the marches were both
sources of pride and the vehicle (hrough which
they could demonstrate their desire to see
proflound political and social change occur,

The most success{ul of these marches was the
March on Washinglon in 1963. This march,
sponsored by a broad coalition of civil rights,
religious, and labor organizations, was the
implemeniation of an idea conceived by A. Philip
Randolph. the leader of the black union, “The
Brotherhood ol Sleeping Car Maids and Porters,”
in 194). As thousands of black and white
Americans surrounded the Lincoln Memorial on
that hot August day, a number of speeches
chronicled the need for racial change and offered
a variety of solutions 1o the problems [acing
America. All that passion, pain, and hope was
captured by Martin Luther King, Jr., in his "l Have
a Dream” speech. This powerlul appeal, firraly
rooled in black religious 1raditions, moved the
crowd—and the nalion—to work anew Jor the
day when people would “be judged not by the
color of Lheir skin but by the content of their
character,” King's speech, which was televised
around the world, helped o push a timid
Congress toward more aggressively pursuing
legislation to ensure that civil rights would be
guaranteed 1o all.

Voter Registration

* During the organization’s early days, SNCC
focused on the desegregation 1ssue, but some
members stressed the importance of registering
black voters. Many Southern districts had large
black populations who lacked political influence,
since they were prevented [rom voling by Lerrorist
tactics and [alse representation ol the law by local
officials. The voter-registration e(lort was origi-
nally considered more conservative than “direct
action” protests (the Democratic Party and the
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federat government favored and facilitated black
voter registration). SNCC scatiered organizers
across the South, many of them college students,
in painstaking campaigns o educate African
Americans in small rural communities and
prepare them for the voting challenge. CORE
foliowed a similar program focused in Flovida
Louistana, and South Carelina

The Council of Federated Organizations
(COFOY, an umbreila group al enil righs
organizations in Mississippt, invited hundreds of
white students to assist in the reaistration drive.
COFQO believed that any violence against them
would grab the attention of the national media,
which had fsrgehy iznoved the black murders
White the velunieers were sull in training, three
young activists, Jamwes Chavey. Andrew Goodman,
and Michael Schwerner, were brually murdered.
After an arrest on a teaffic charge. the sherifl had
wuned them over Lo the focal Ku Kiux Klan, The
body of eighteen-year-old James Chaney, the
black student, was found horribly mutilated.
the students pressed on to educate and register
poor black Mississippians throughout the
Freedam Summer, despite the continued violence
and murders.

When COFO ran a mock efection to demon-
strate the veting power of African Americans il
they were all registered, more than 80,000 people.
four times the number officially aliowed 1o
register, cast ballots for "Freedom™ candidates.
The expertence led SNCC 1o mitiate a campaign o
seat an alternative group of delegates 1o the
Mississippi Democratic Party, o be known as the
Mississippt Freedom Democtatic Pasty (MEDM
The MFDP delegates were 1o be chosen on
truly democratic principles of usn ersal
enfranchisement. Strictty following established
regulations, they qualified four candidates for the
upcoming primary, including the charismatic
Fannie Lou Hamer (whose comment, “I'm sick
and tived of being sick and tired.” captured the
frustration and pam of many black Southerners).

Despite their loss at the polls, the Freedom
Democratic Party pressed ahead to the Atlantic
City convention with 1,000 supporters to demand
that they be I‘&‘(.‘L’mili:L‘(.i as the legiimate state
delegation. Black Miss sippians testified o the
threats and \'102«3:’1c(‘ tl ~encountered while
attempling to register, I*anme Lou Hamer gripped
the convention with her tale of having been
beaten in jail. She concluded. “All of this is ont
Jdccount we want 1o rt’“i(u’?]' 10 hL‘C()!'ﬂC (1"‘;1 -(EL‘L\""
ctizens, and U the Freedom Demacratic Pany 13
not seated now. 1 question Ametica. Is this
Arriericit, the kind of the lree and the home of the

brave!™ (Burns, 32)

Presiclent Johnson interrupted the lne
hroadeast of her testmony with an mpromplu
press conference, but this action could not stem
support {or the Freedom Demuocrats. In the end.
the national party offered a corapronuse of two
seats 1o be handpicked by the all-white regutar
Mississippt Democratic Party. The Freedom
Democrats overwhelmingly rejected the
compromise.  They retumed with increased
understancing of the challenges they Faved bug
determined 1o continue the struggle.

Violence wid the Civil Rights Movement
[ ven though the movement was based on
.E...._,m\n\ iolence, it met with aggressive,
confrontational, and olten viclent resistance. In
10553, Enumen Till was murdered; i 1963,
Medgar Evers. Mississippi NAACE
assassmated. Fowr itle givls were kitled ma
bombing of their Birmingham church on a Sanday
morming i 1963, In 1965, Malcolm X, owtspoken
leader of the Nation of Islam, was gunned down.,
Many more were killed in the wake of protest

leader, was

marches and skirniishes with local authiorities.
Almost sixty people were killed between 1961 and
1964 in white terrorist atacks.

The South was not the only place where racial
violence erupted. Cities, often centers of urhan
neglect and oppressive poventy, froused many
black residents. Despite its huge impact and great
gains, the civil tights movement did not truly
address the structaral economic concerns allecting
Abrvican Americans living in ciues. Blacks in the
urban centers were allowed 1o vote. ver often that
vote did liide w address poverty and urban blight
What was not equial was thetr aceess 1o decent
housing and emplovment apporumties. Too
many ;)u}plc were shut out of entry-level
positions in professions, trades, and unions, For
too many arban blacks, the promiises of Narthern
migration proved empty and tainted by the same
rvacism that so permeated the South. Tensions
began Lo simmer. then overflow, The violence,
death, and destruction thar accompanied the
rioting In Watts, Newark, Detron, Clevetand. and
Washington, D.C., left fear, anger, and destruction
that are still evident today.
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Tangible Achievements

he 1angible gains of the civil rights movement

were illustrated by the legislation that was
passed in the 1960s: the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the Voting Rights Act of 1963, and the Fair
Housing Act in 1968. The leaders of the ciwl
rights movement could take credit lor pushing
these issues to the forefront of America’s
conscience Lyndon Johnson is credited with
wielding his significant influence with Congress to
help speed the passage of the legislation. While
some argue that Johnson's motivations were his
vistons of a Great Sociely, others claim that his
civil rights record was fueled by his need for
domeslic victories to offset U.S. involvement in
the escatating Vietnam confhicl.

The creatton of allirmative action programs in
the public and privale sectors became a stepping
stone in socictal eflors to obtain racial equity
Thesc new opportunitics enabled many African
Americans 10 continue their education through
college and to obtain better jobs. Many blacks,
especially those in the middle class, began to reap
the economic benefits that came with increased
black presence m business and government.

The aciivities of civil rights orgamzations
created a new sensitivity 1o discrimination in
American society. They stirred a sense of oulrage
al long-standing practices ol violence and
disenlranchisement of African Americans. They
taught America that discrimination was not only a

*
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black issue; if discrimination were tolerated lor
some groups, it could easily be extended 10
others. Women, handicapped people, and other
minority groups used the lessons and gains of the
civil rights movement 1o extend the laws of equity
to all seclors of Amencan society.

Black Groups Outside the Mainstream

he mainstream civil rights movement never

included all Alrican Americans The Nation of
lslam, [or example, founded by Elijah Muhammad
in Chicago, provided not just a protest movement
but rather an alternative culture. The Nation’s
religious restrictions on diet and intoxicants, along
with the Muslim codes of behavior, profoundly
changed the lives of many Alncan Aimericans such
as Malcohn Little of Boston. Embracing Islam
while in prison. he changed his name to Malcolm
X: the letter X replaced the last names of many
Alvican American Mustims who rejected the
imposition of European “slave names.” The X also
symbolized an acknowledgment that par of black
culture was lost through he period of slavery, and
the “X"” represented thal missing element of
African culiure. Elijah Muhammad's teachings
became popular, paviicutarly in the urban North,

The Nation of [slam’s open rejection of many

American values, and Malcolm X's apen
staiements on the evil nature of whites, the “blue
eyed devils,” shocked and frightened the narion.

LR
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The media began to poruray the Black Muslims as
mihiant radicals. This contrast with the more pal-
atable public image of Martin Luther King and the
SCLC helped King, because oflicals much pre-
ferred negotiating with him than with Malcolm X.
In addition to the Muslims, other individuals
or groups challenged the nonviolent middle-class
notions of the civil rights movement. Siokely
Carmichael’s pronouncement of “Black Power!”
during the Mevedith march, for example, came 1o
symbolize the more radical wing of the
movement. The development of the ideology of
Black Power highlighted the broad gamut of
Alrican American thought on sel(-identity and
ethnic consciousness. It forced the more moderate
posilions represented by the SCLC and the
NAACP and others 1o be more demanding and 1o
extend the paramelers of traditional civil rights
concerns. Organizations hke the Black Panthers,
Culwural Nationalists, and (ollowers of US were
important because they helped 1o force 1ssues of
urban poverly, lack of employment opportuntties,
and economic sell-delermination into the minds
of black and white Americans. These organiza-
uons did not use nonviolent strategies. Insiead,
they sought 1o advance the idea among African
Amcricans that sel(-defense and sell(-determination
were i their best interest in a hostile white world.
The Black Nationalist wing of the movement
did not fare well with the U.S. government, The
FBI organized a network ol agents, provocateurs,
and informants o dismantle the Nationalists. The
Counter Intelligence Program (COINTELPRO)
infiltrated and helped dismantle organizations by
creating discord among members and discrediting
the organizations in the public’s eye. The highly
publicized trials of activists like Angela Davis and
Huey P. Newton characterized them to the public
as violent threais 1o national security. Govern-
ment pressure and violence combined with the
successes and respectability of the moderates
severely weakened black nationalist groups by
the early 1970s.

The Final Analysis
he civil nghts movement used its own
immediate social concerns as a springboard
for an analysis of the larger setting. Although they
may have dif(ered o the paths of their analyses,
many social seciors were articulating simitar
criticisms of the existing sociopolitical structure.
Some scholars ol the era believe that the threal
represented in this broad challenge led 10 the
government’s covert and overt efforis 10 put a
stop 1o protest, as shown with the existence
of COINTELPRO.
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The cwvil rights movement affected other
movements, particularly as concem over the
Vietnamn War began o grip the nation. For the
counierculture, the most ardemt entics of U.S.
society, the civil rights movement tllustrated the
hypocritical and exploitative nature of capitalist
democracy. Bul many dissatisfied citizens and
groups looked 10 experienced civil rights activists
as models of social protest. Cries of black power
and black solidarity soon inlluenced the La Raza
or Chicano movement, helped inspire leminist
notions that “Sisterhood s Powerful,” sparked the
“Red Power" policies of the American Indian
movement, and helped the leaders ol the youth
movement 10 realize the power of organization
and dedication in a mass protest. Civil rights
tactics such as marches and sit-ins became part of
the cultural vernacular - Movement songs like
“We Shall Overcome,” which so characterized the
charged mass meetings, were adapted to all types
ol proiest causes

Ulimately the civil rights movement was a
success. It changed (orever the tenor and tone of
race relations in America. No longer could the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendment guarantees
of citizenship and suffvage be ignored. No longer
would the legal manifestation ol racism—Ilaws
that restrict accommadations on travel or housing
based solely on race—be delended in courts of
law or accepted as a reasonable norm. No longer
would the murder or rape of blacks go
unpunished in Southern courts of law.

As a result of the civil rights movement, an
educated black middle class expanded and began
10 penetrate the halls of business, academia, and
government. Today black mayors, judges, and
congresswomen sit where none had sat before.
Many schools and universities are now integrated,
and elements of American culiure that once
smacked of racism are now eliminated or
discredited. Truly a revolulion occurred in post-
World War Il America.

Yet the civil rights movement has not led 10 the
day when an individual is "not judged by the
color ol his skin but by the content of his
character.” While the middle class has benefited
from changes such as affirmative action, many
blacks are confined in urban ghettoes or n rural
poverty that have been little changed by
legislation like the Voting Rights Act, Many of the
economic and structural causes of poverty and
unemployment have not been addressed or have
been sacrificed in light of other political priorities
in post-civil rights movement America

Clearly the civil rights movement was a
revolution—but an unfinished one. Clearly
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America has "overcome™ much, but much remains
1o accomplish. We are. however. much closer 1o
the day when all Americans can truly sing, “lree at
last, [ree at last, thank God almighty, we are [ree
at last.” *

* k *
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Questions to Consider

. What factors enabled the successes of the
civil rights movement? What factors limited
its effect on American life?

2. What role did the media play in the cyvil
rights movement? If possibie. view the PBS
documernuary series Eyes on (he Prize (o see
archival footage. What are some contemporary
uses of media by relorm movemenis?

3. Il the civil vights movement was successlul in
changing race relations in America, why does
there still seem 10 be 2 gap 1n attitudes between
blacks and whites? Monitor newspapers 1o
idenuly and learn aboul race-related issues.

4. Find oul about the Civil Rights Act ol 1991.
What were the issues, the organizations
involved, 1aclics used, and outcomes?
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL
MOVEMENT

National Museum of American History

Why, after millions of years of harmonious co-existence,
have the relationships between living things and their earthly
surroundings begun to collapse? Where did the fabric of the
ecosphere begin to unravel? How far will the process go?
How can we stop it and restore the broken links?

» Barry Commoner »
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Personal Accounts

Environmental Dangers Come Home

nterviews with “Don”, railroad conductor, and
his wile, “Mary,” early 1980s. (Nclhin and Brown)

DON: When the train goes inlo a termmal, the
brakeman has to go out and throw the switch. The
terminals ave sprayed with dioxin. 1Us all over the
rails, the roadbeds, and the switch handles, So when

you pick up the bar to throw the switch, or get owt

to release the brakes, yow're exposed. 1Us thick, oily,
like @ white cake all over the ground.
[ kneve that it was a weed hkitler, but not what
chemical it was. T found out it was dioxin and that
there was something wrong with it from some
arviicles i the newspaper. 1 found out that dioxin
could be linked to certain types of cancer. Being my
daughter had cancer, | got interested.

The railroad insists that they haven't used that
type of chemical for four vears. Bui for the eleven

years I've worked on the vailroads, they've been

using some type Q{ weed spraver. They have to, (o
heep the weeds off the roadbeds and the yards.

I('s scary to think that | could have brought the
stuff home on my panis or shoes or clothes, and
maybe I threw them in a pile in the corner, and my
daughter crawled over them. Or maybe 1 picked her
up and it was on ny coat. Something like that could
have possibly caused her cancer. [ don't know if it’s
a guilt feeling on my part, it’s just a mixed-cmotion-
type feeling. It's hard (o explain.
| hope that wasn't the reason. You read so much
about it. I’'s a very hard feeling to describe.

MARY: The feeling | have is that Don had dioxin in
his sysiem when our baby was conceived. You
breathe that stuff, and it goes in through your pores
There’s a genetic tie-in. I don’t veally want 1o pin
her cancer on any one thing, yet there has to be one
thing that caused it. 1 can't believe that there ave
that many different things. She didn't inherit it from
somebody else, though they used that excuse when
she died. When she was sich, there was never any
discussion about where it came from. It’s not a thing

that anybody would usually think about it, wiless
you work in an asbestos factory o with radiation.
We had never thought abowt dioxin.

A month and a half after she dicd, an article
appeared in the local newspaper about the effects of
dioxin and its use ni weed killers on the railroad.
We read the article and then that night we went
buck and read the crew books Don has all this
documentation because he had Lo write down where
he worked cvery day. The dates comcide perfectly.
Horrifyingly perfectly. The paper wrole it up in big
block letters: THE RAILROAD AND DIOXIN.
There it was. soft-cell sarcoma, the whole thing: it
was wrtlien right theve. Word for word, her
diagnosis. That's when Don called the company.

DON: When my daughter got cancer. she had to go
Jor treatment every day for nine wecks in d row.
From here back to the hospital is approximalely
100 mides And with the gas, parking, and tolls, it
comes to almost 375 a week. That’s a lot out of our
paycheck. We applied to 1 forget how many
agencics. The American Cancer Society gives you a
grant of $50 a year. . . . You ot only suffer the loss
of the person that dies, but you suffer in the years
ahead because you have 1o pay off the bills that
were incuried at the time.

MARY: When our daughter was dying, all we
thought about was what was going on. The last
thing that we were thinking of was litigation. When
you talk about burying your child, compensation is
the last thing you really have time to think about.

DON: I'd like to sce some type of change in the law.
If a child under 18 causes any damage (o somebody
else’s house up 1o $1,000, the parents are
responsible for his actions, and they have to pay. If
the governmeni would only have some law like that
with these chemical companies, then if something
backfives or a disease occurs five or ten years down
the road, they would be legally liable. ! think that a
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lot of manufacturers would thimk twice before
dumping these new chemicals or drugs on the
market. if they were legally bound and responsible

Jor anything that could happen down the road. . . .

Maybc we have (o Lake things into our own
hands. If there were only away that the people
divectly affected coudd decide what is used on the
job. Ultimately we've the oncs who are going to be
exposed, not the supervisor or the stiperintendeni
who's sitting up on the thued floor in his office
somewhere. It's the union members, the train
personnel, or the nonoperating personnel, the wack
workers, the signalmen. They should be the ones
ultimately who decide their own fate.

Theodore Roosevelt,
Gifford Pinchot,

and John Muir
stand in the center
of this grouping
under a giant
Redwood. Pinchot

is the tallest figure:
the heavily bearded
Muir stands in front
of him 1o the right
of Roosevelt.

Nattonal Agricuhural

Library, Forest Service
Photo Collection

The Roots of Envu'omnentallsm

Amencans emolional investment in nature 1s
as ald as the republic itself—the "new Eden”
of unspoiled natural wealth fired the imaginations
ol explorcrs and settlers, writers and artists, and
then developers and industrialists for mare than a
hundred years Later, in the mid-twentieth
century, when human dominance ol the
landscape was nearly complete, the modern
environmenial movement arose 1o challenge the
ways in which land, water, air, and wildlife were
being used—and 1o demand change for the
protection of both natural and human resources.
As the century draws 10 a close, the
environmental imovement appears 1o have
achieved only parual success. The story of the
modern environmental movement illustrates both
the power and the Jimitations of political protest
at this ume in American history.
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THE ENVIRONME

Conservalion

# Conservation of the natural environment first
became a national secial issue i the ke
nineteenth century, At that time, the meaning of
conservation was different than it is today. Early
conservationism reflected the expansiontst spint
of the day: government guided industry in its use
ol resources but encouraged their exploiauon.
The administration of President Theodore
Roosevelt wanted a strong lederal system for
planned. clficient control ol natural resource
develfopmient.

Preservation

w Alongstde tie conservativnises were those who
advocated the preservation of natwal resources in
thewr original state for the greater enjovoient of
humankind. This comcided with new natonal
attitudes on recreation, as well as the concern tha
urban industrial workers be provided with an
escape in a relaxing envivonment from the
tensions of modern life.

There were two ideologies about why nature
should be preserved. The [Theodore] Rossevell
administration’s policies stressed recreation such
as hutting and fishing. They created the first
Nadonal Parks and the Fishenes and Wildlife
Bureaw. The other ideology, known as
naturalism, emphasized the appreciation of nature
in its pristine state as a place for reflection and
spiritual discovery. Organizations such as the
Stierra Club (1892}, the National Audubon Sociery
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{1903), the National Parks and Conservauon
Association {1919, and the Izaak Wallon League
{1822) were Jounded to promote these mterests,
These groups were small but dedicaed.

There was some organized political activity on
behalf of the envirorunent as early as 1901 when
the Sierra Club. under the leadership of its
charismatic founder John Muir, unsuccesstully
opposed the building of a dany in Yosemite
National Park, Fatlure discouraged further such
effonts undl the 1930s.

Modern Players in the Movement

Federal Government

% Some of the lirst ecological problems 1o gain
widespread attention were considered “public
health” problems at the ume. As early as the turn
of the century, people were worried that poilution
of the drinking water supply by human and indus-
trial sewage being dumped untreated into rivers
and streams would cause disease. Handling this
problem led 1o the passage of the first federal
environmental legislation in 1948, called the
Water Pollution Control Act, which involved both
focal and federal action. Generally, the federal
government saw pollution contrel as a state acl
focal issue Tor many years. Not until December 2.
1970 was a federal environmental regulatory
agency, the Envivoriuental Protection Agency
{EPAY, established to enforce the many new envi-
ronmenial faws then being passed by Congress.

s .“‘;E 3
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Scientific Community

* An important player in the development of
public consciousness about environmental
problems was the scientific community. The
government had employed scientists of many
political persuasions in the development of the
atomic weapons that decimated Hiroshima and
Nagasakt in 1945. Alter World War I, some of
these scientists began to raise public concern
about the control of atomic technology by the
military  Although many of their concerns were
silenced in the political and nationalisiic tide of
McCarthy anti-Communism in the 1950s, these
scientists helped create awareness that technology
had great destructive power.

Less political but equally important scientilic
work in the 1940s and 1950s began to focus on
ecosystems. The idea ol interrelationships, that
one action, like damming a river, has mynad
consequences lor the plants and animals in the
surrounding areas, was not the way most people
had previously seen nature.

Scientisis also did the real work ol discovering
and proving that chemicals, processes, and
activities previously taken for granted had
damaging ellects. Scientific reports linking disease
(usually cancers) to chemicals used in agriculiure,
food processing. gardening, manufacturing, and
many other activities that touch the lives of most
citizens were published and publicized with
alarming regularity People greeted these repors
with mixtutes of scorn, fear, and anger. Science
thus laid the groundwork for new perceptions of
nature and technology. This [oundation was
essential to generating social awareness. then
action, on behall of the environment.

Counterculiure Groups
* Another important influence on the
development of the environmental movement
came [rom the counterculture movements of the
late 1950s and the 1960s. Young people in
particular blamed the “Establishment,”
specifically, government and big business, {or
creating obstacles o global harmony. The
counterculture challenged almost everything
about American society: the war in Vietnam, how
schools were run and what was being taught in
them, the tenets ol religious beliel, what marriage
should be, alcohol's being legal while drugs
thought to be “mind-expanding” and harmless
were illegal, women’s roles, the music and other
art forms of the older generation, and more.

‘The fundamenial change in American society
brought about in part by the counterculiure was a

*
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new willingness 10 challenge all established
authority—including government and big
business. While these were seen as promoting the
public good during the Second World War, for
exanmple, they were now blamed {or starting and
continuing the Vietnam War.

‘The counterculiure, largely made up of young,
white, and middle-class members. profoundly
alflected public consciousness partly because of its
sheer numbers but also becanse of its economic
power. Ol course, the massive social changes
begun in the 1960s are not aitributable solely 10
the middle-class youth movement. The civil rights
movement began in the rural South, not on
college campuses, {or example, although many
students actively supported it. But young people
were m the lorefront of 2 new environmenralism
that developed in the 1960s and 1970s. In these
years environmental organizations” membership
rolls mushroomed: they gained popular support
from new perceptions and attitudes about the
environment, government, and business.

The Media

* Finally, the media had cnormous influence on
growing environmentalism. It was one thing 10
read that haby seals were being hunted. or birds
being poisoned by insecticides, or rivers being on
Nire [rom industrial waste, another 1o see them on
the evening news. By the 1970s, both the news
organizations and environmental organizalions
were reporting dangers, abuses, and catastrophes
allecung the land and its inhabitants. animal and
human.

Environmental Organizations

Roused by what they saw on the news or
sometimes experienced 1n their own lives,
many Americans wanted (o take action to protect
the environment. Like countless other aggrieved
citizens before them, they organized. The [960s
saw Lhe growth of powerful organizations that
would begin to draw large memberships and gain
the power to determine or change government
and business activity in areas alfecting the
environment. Some of the organizations. like the
Sierra Club, had existed since the turn of the
century; others, like the National Resources
Defense Council, which was formed to file
lawsuits against EPA and other agencies, met new
needs of modern, litigation-oriented American
saciety.

Memberships and financial support douhled,
quadrupled. At present a powerful environmemal
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establishment represents millions of people. The
major organizations include the Sierva Club,
Wilderness Society, Audubon Society, Natural
Resources Delense Council, National Wildlife
Federation. Isaak Walton League, Defenders ol
Wildlife, Environmernual Defense Fund. National
Parks and Conservation Association, and the
Environmental Policy Institute.

Unlike other social movements, the
environmental movement does not have one
charismatic leader. Retaining theiy importance to
the movement are scientisis andl experts like Barry
Comnioner and Paul Erlich, who often are
distinguished spokesmen for organizations.
Television and movie stars have also given their
time, financial support, and media access to the
movement.

Environmental organizations have efllected
sacial change on a large scale: the Wilderness Act
of 1964, which prohibited some types of
development from some of the nation’s most
important natural resources, the Clean Air and
Water acts, and many other laws and regulations
extst because ol both their lobbying arms and
their mobilization of massive public support They
have also been powerful public educators. But
while some percentage of membership is
activistl—wilhng to ring doorbells, conduct lener-
writing campaigns, or attend protests or rallies,
many card-cavrying environmentalists have done
little more than donate $25 Lo an orgamzanon.

One aspect of the movement that makes large-
scale activism difficult 1o create and susiain is the
diversity, complexity, and sheer number of
environmental issues, which range {rom
poputation growth and overdevelopmeni 1o

wildlife and wilderness
preservation to toxics
and waste manage-
ment. Anothey
problen is that
regional economic
interests compete
with environmental
initiatives.
Compromising some
environmental
objectives Lo preserve
jobs or whole
industries ofien seems
necessary, but these
diflicult negotiations
are olten handled by
legislators, lawyers,
and experts, not
cilizen acuvists. Grassroots protest often oceurs
only when a local crisis or environmental
challenge erupis. When residents of the Love
Canal neighborhood of Niagara Falls, New York,
for example, discovered that they were sick and
dying because a chenneal company had dunped
toxic wastes under therr homes and playgrounds,
they actively organized to demand redvess lrom
state and local government.

Individual Actions

ven the major environmemtal organizations
Ehave recognized that collective action alone
cannot solve the array ol environmental problems
and issues affecting the nation. Collective activities
like marches could not hope to include more than
a small percentage of a communily’s population

Perhaps the most powerful 1ool yet devised by
the environmentalists is "green consumerism.”
Largely a result of two decades of education and
CCNsciousness-raising, Consumers are NOW
selecting purchases based on the environmenual
record of the producer. Environmental
organizations conduct product research and
publish their findings, bui the consumer—the
individual—takes action by choosing to buy or
not buy. This trend has been instrumental in
creating a new {ocus of marketing, and is
beginning o affect actual business operations.

An important tactic in promoting individual
environmentalism has been enacting legislation to
force or facilitate compliance. In some instances.
such as endangered species or wildhfe
preservation laws, environmentalists had to
conlront powerful business inlerests and some
opposition {rom segments of the public as well.
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Legistanion of this kind. which prowas nature
net to save money ar promote some other
cconomic imperative, shows natonal com-
mitment to goals other than economic devel-
opment. Such legislation affects not only corpo-
rattons and businesses. as, lor example. when
logging is prohibited 10 save endangered species,
but also individuats who come 1o understand thau
Jaw-abiding citizens have environmental
responsibifitics.

Organizations and legislation have allecied
and shaped mdividual actions but they
nonetheless have allowed people o be active
environmentalists without ever joining an
arganization or attending a rally. While this
genecal tack ol activism slows the progress of
change it makes the environmental movement a
true process of cultural change in the United
States. By the 19905, the

Tactics
* The envirenmenial movement is so massive
that tt has prohahly used, at one time or another
cvery protesting tactic known [rom carlier
political protests: passive resistance, marches,
hoycotts, voluntary arrests, and so on. Major
emphases in the movement, however, have been
figation and lobbying. Especially during the
Reagan administration. with its policy of fess
government regulanion of private ndustry.
lobbying took on such importance to the
enviromuentd movement that its organizations
have beconte nstitwtions of the Washington
political scene. Lobbying organizations emploved
professional statis and refied on membesship
contributions w meet operating expenses and
genetate pubiicity on specific ssues

The filing of fawsuits had great importance in
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achieving goals of the movement. Organizations
filed lawsuits against corporations for breaking
laws and suits against the govermmnent (or not
enforcing laws. Lawyers obtained injunctions to
stop things {rom being torn down or from being
built.

Judging the Movement

* In some ways the environmental movement has
been more successful than any previous form of
protest. There are laws, regulations, watchdog
agencies, volunteer organizations, courses of

- study from the elementary to college level—

whose purpose 1s the understanding of,

- appreciation for, and protection of the environ-

ment. Public attitudes have changed, and polls

show a generalized support [or environmental

protection.

Yet a vocilerous element of the environmental
movement exists that claims none of this activity
has been enough 10 siop what they see as
unrelenting destruction of the planet. Groups like
Earth First!. the Sea Shepherds, and Animal
Liberation see none ol the changes as sullicient
and the major environmenial organizations as

mainsiream and conservative,
bound by their very nature Lo
compromise. The radical groups
believe in direct action, not
political compromise: they drive
spikes inlo trees or sit in them 0
keep them from being cut down:
they may damage property., camp
out in huming areas to make the
hunting impossible, and use other
sometines violent actions Lo
achieve their ends.

Another criticism of the
environmental movement 1s that
has led 1o surprisingly close
relationships belween
environmentalist organizations
and businesses. Contributions (o
environinental groups help the
public image of businesses while
supporting organizanonal
activities. Many environmenialists
refuse direct contributions [rom
polluters, but other groups rely on
grants and donatons for their
survival. A ypical
business/environmeniahst
collabovation is the promotion of
environmental credit cards
providing for a percentage ol all
purchases (o environmental organizations.
Ironically, credit cards promote the very
consumerism that contributes to waste and
pollution.

In most protest movements, including the
environmenial movement, one funciion ol the
radicals is 1o make the mainstream’s demands
seem moderatc and therefore accepiable. Another
function of radical environmenalisis seems 1o be
1o create dramatic scenes and confrontations thal
altract media coverage and therefore draw public
attention Lo issues On the other hand, the
continual shifting of attenuon from one issue o
another can dilute public response or make
environmenial problems seem oo numerous o
conquer, In general, radical environmenial groups
have been small, short-lived, or unable Lo grow.

The most successful of the radical groups.
however, has become large, enduring, and
continues 1o grow in the United States and other
countries. Greenpeace, founded 1 Vancouver in
1969 by a small group including Sierra Club
members and activists of other causes, aimed to
protest the testing ol nuclear weapons by the
United States in the Aleutian lIslands. Members
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sailed their rented boat. which they renamed
Greenpeace, to the test site 1o try 10 stop the
detonation.

Greenpeace gained worldwide media autention,
perhaps none as exciting as [ilms and photographs
of antiwhaling activists in little rubber dinghies
amid Soviet whaling ships and the huge whales
themselves. By mail solicitation and door-1o-door
fundraising, Greenpeace has become the largest
environmental organization in the world, with two
million U S. members, half the world's total.
Greenpeace does not consider itsell mainstreamn
although it now has a lobbying arm. many offices,
and a paid staff. 1t remains commitied to direct
action and continues to support local efforis 10
address local problems. But radicals like Earth
Fiist! see all organizations as co-opted,
Greenpeace included.

Another problem is that while indwidual, local,
and collective action brought o bear on powerful
institudions like the government and major
corporations would seem 1o be sullicient to solve
mosl problems, environmental issues are global,
not confined only to the United States. The
international structure of Greenpeace addresses

this problem, but 2 means 1o successfully resolving

international 1s5ues is not yet clear and remains a
challenge for the movement. %

* %k %
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Questions to Consider

1. Deline the differences between the conser-
vation movenient and the environmental
movement, exploring the ullimate goals of
each movement.

Why do individuals and institutions oppose
some environmental airns? Find out about
past or current environmenial controversies
in your state or region and discuss Lthe
arguments ol both (or all) sides of the issues.
Or, focus on a recently passed environmental
law or regulation: identily the bill's
proponents and opponents; whether
compromises were made by committees;
and the influence of lobbyists and citizen
organizauons.

Earth Day was held in 1970 and 1990.
Research contemporary press accounts

of each evenL. Is Earth Day a protest or a
celebration? Whal was the ongin or catalyst
for each event? Who were the organizations
and mdividuals involved? Which issues
dominated? Which event had more media
coverage? How many people participated n
each event? Whal were the outcomes of each
event?

What role do the medra play in the envi-
ronmental movement? Compare the envi-
ronmental movement's media tactics with
those used by the civil rights movement.
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