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Mexican Rebozo 
ca. 1891
Mexico

This textile is a rebozo, or wrap. Women in many parts of the world, 
including Europe, Asia, and Africa, have worn various types of wraps 
for centuries. Early use of wraps can be traced to the Middle East, where 
Muslim women used them to cover their heads and faces. During the 
period of Islamic rule in Spain (711–1492 AD), they became popular with 
Spanish women, who used them as veils, scarves, and shawls. They grew 
in popularity in the Americas during the Spanish colonial period when 
they were used as shawls, face and head coverings, and aprons. Rebo-
zos are also used to carry to carry babies and a variety of items. In many 
cultures in the Americas they are part of women’s daily dress, although 
today they are most closely associated with Mexico. 

The delicate stripes in this rebozo were created through a complicated method of dyeing called ikat. The striped 
design of the main body of the piece is complemented by a net-like section and fringe on either end. All rebozos are 
decorated with some sort of fringe, which ranges from simple to ornate. 

Ignatius Pfefferkorn, a Jesuit missionary in northern Mexico during the mid-18th century, noted the wide range in 
rebozo designs and how design differences reflected social status:

Rebozos are worn by all Spanish women in Sonora and in New Spain generally. They serve both as a cover-
ing and as an adornment. These cloths are elaborately worked with all kinds of pretty vari-colored figures. 
Some rebozos are made of pure cotton, others of mixed cotton and silk and still others of pure silk. The most 
costly are made of the finest silk with beautiful flowers and other ornaments of gold and silver woven into 
them. On the ends of all rebozos are long fringes of cotton, silk or gold and silver, according to the quality of 
the rebozo itself. Cotton rebozos are worn by the common people, and the silk ones by the gentler folk and 
the wealthier. 

Following the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century, rebozos were mass-produced on treadle looms in work-
shops across Mexico, most notably in San Luis Potosí. Many were embroidered. Women also wove their own 
rebozos on backstrap looms. Elegant embroidered rebozos, typically of silk, were imported from Asia.


