Textiles of the North American Southwest
Grades K-2

This lesson has been adapted from Textiles of the North American Southwest (Textiles del Suroeste norteamericano), http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/textiles/, a website created by the Smithsonian Center for Education and Museum Studies in collaboration with the Department of Anthropology at the National Museum of Natural History and the Mexico-North Research Network. 
Learning Standards 

These standards are achieved through guided work with the teacher.

Visual Arts (from the National Art Education Association)  

· N-VA.3. Visual Arts: Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas.
· N-VA.4. Visual Arts: Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.
Language Arts (from the National Council of Teachers of English) 

· N.12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 

Objectives

· Students will learn about textiles of the North American Southwest and how they reflect the sharing of ideas across cultural boundaries. 

· Students will develop vocabulary using textiles as a prompt.

Duration 

One 45-minute class 

Key Concepts 

Textiles, weaving, design, patterns, cultural influence

Materials and Reproducibles

· Textiles (Saltillo poncho, Mexican rebozo, Chimayó blanket, Mayo sarape, Tarahumara blanket) [link]
· Graphic Organizer [link]
· Map [link]
· Poncho Cutouts Page [link]
Background Information (for the teacher) [link]
Part One Examining the textiles 
Hand out or project the set of textiles [link]. Ask the students to examine the images. Working as a class, they will fill in the Graphic Organizer (on the board, chart paper, or the computer) [link] with their observations. Note that their answers should simply be observations. The important part of this exercise is looking. 

Review the answers in the Graphic Organizer and then share additional information about the textiles from the Background Information [link] to enhance the students’ understanding.

Now project the map and identify together the places where these textiles were made. Complete the discussion by looking for similarities among the different pieces. What types of designs do the students see repeated, or perhaps repeated and slightly altered? After sharing additional information on the textiles from the Background Information [link], lead students to an understanding of how these textiles – in their materials, colors and dyeing techniques, designs, and use – reflect the sharing of ideas across cultural boundaries.
Part Two  Making Finger-Puppet Ponchos 

Now hand out the Poncho Cutouts page [link] and have students make and decorate their own finger-puppet ponchos.

To conclude, invite students to show their ponchos to the class. Ask them to describe their designs. Were they influenced by the designs they saw, or did they use their own designs? 
