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You will need…

A NOTEBOOK 
FOR RECORDING 

INFORMATION ABOUT 
YOUR FINDS

A MAGNIFYING GLASS 
FOR LOOKING AT THE 

DETAILS OF YOUR ROCKS

A BACKPACK FOR 
HOLDING YOUR ROCKS 
WHEN YOU ARE OUT 

COLLECTING

A BUNCH OF SMALL 
PLASTIC ZIPPER BAGS

A BUCKET, DISH SOAP, 
AND WATER FOR 

CLEANING YOUR ROCKS

A SMALL SHOVEL FOR 
DIGGING UP ROCKS

EGG CARTONS OR SMALL 
BOXES FOR STORING AND 
DISPLAYING YOUR ROCKS

A PERMANENT MARKER  
AND WHITE CORRECTION 

FLUID FOR LABELING YOUR 
ROCKS �ASK AN ADULT TO 

HELP YOU FIND THESE�

A ROCK FIELD GUIDE 
FOR IDENTIFYING YOUR 

ROCKS, LIKE SMITHSONIAN 
HANDBOOKS: ROCKS & 

MINERALS BY CHRIS PELLANT

Why collect rocks?
	 Rocks hold secrets about how the earth 

was formed, where glaciers �owed, how 
environments changed, and what creatures 
roamed where. Once you start learning about 
rocks, you can begin to understand their stories.

	 You can �nd rocks just about anywhere.  
They are in your backyard, in the woods, and  
in the park. You don’t have to travel to an  
exotic land to �nd rocks (but you can!). 

	 Rocks are free, unless you decide to buy  
some special samples.

	 Making a collection is fun, and it’s cool to  
display your collection for your friends and  
family to see. 

	 You can become a geologist-in-training by 
collecting and studying rocks.
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BONUS 
IDEA! 

Turn some  
of your rocks  

into PET  
ROCKS!

For more activities like these, check out Awesome Adventures at the Smithsonian: The Of�cial Kids Guide to the 
Smithsonian Institution  at SmithsonianEducation.org/Of�cialKidsGuide


