
Creating Hawai`i 

Many people think of Hawai`i 
as an exotic paradise. But the 
reality of Hawai`i is often far 
different from that perception. 

Located in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, more than 2,300 
miles southwest of the U.S. 
mainland, the volcanic Hawaiian 
island chain is one of the most 
isolated land masses in the world. 

Discovered by British explorer 
James Cook in 1778, Hawai`i 
quickly felt the impact of the West. 
Traders, missionaries, whalers, 
merchants, immigrant workers, 
and finally tourists traveled to 
the Hawaiian Islands. The 
arrivals soon overrode the 
indigenous culture, creating a 
myriad of new traditions. 








