Creating Hawaii 
Grades 6-8

Hawaii has the most diverse population of any state in the Union. Students learn about this cultural diversity through a museum exhibit titled Creating Hawai‘i, developed by the Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Heritage Program in collaboration with the Smithsonian National Museum of American History.

Learning Standards
These standards are achieved through guided work with the teacher.
 
Language Arts (from the National Council of Teachers of English)

· N.1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

· N.12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Social Studies (from the National Council for the Social Studies)

· HT.2.D Evidence historical perspectives: the ability (a) to describe the past on its own terms, through the eyes and experiences of those who were there, as revealed through their literature, diaries, letters, arts, artifacts, and the like.

· HT.4.B. Obtain historical data from a variety of sources, including: library and museum collections, historic sites, historical photos, journals, diaries, eyewitness accounts, newspapers, and the like; documentary films; and so on.

Objectives
· Understand aspects of the cultural diversity of Hawaii 
· Practice problem solving using primary sources

Duration
One or two 45-minute classes

Key Concepts
Social studies concepts of people, places, resources, and economic activities; immigration

Materials and Reproducibles

· Creating Hawai‘i exhibit Image Explorer: http://www.SmithsonianEducation.org/hawaii
· Script of Creating Hawai‘i exhibit 
· Hawaii’s ethnic diversity still tops, newspaper article 

Background Information (for the teacher)

In this lesson, students read a newspaper article about Hawaii’s diverse population.   They are asked to solve a problem: Why does Hawaii have this diverse population? They look for clues in the exhibit Creating Hawai‘i, viewable online. By reviewing the objects, students should be able to formulate hypotheses about Hawaii’s population. Large type on the exhibit’s labels will be legible. Students can find more detailed explanations by further research.

Part One Who lives in Hawaii?

1. Give students copies of the Hawaii’s ethnic diversity still tops, newspaper article.  Read the first few paragraphs, which state that Hawaii has the most ethnically diverse population, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

2. Ask for the students’ ideas of the possible reasons for this. Record the responses on the board.

3. View the exhibit as a class or in small groups. You will be able to zoom in on images to closely examine them and read the larger type. Note that every object in the exhibit may not provide a clue. You may wish to keep the script for your own background information, or share it with students.

4. Now that students have viewed the exhibit, ask again for their ideas of the reasons for such diversity. Make it clear that they should tie their responses to evidence in the exhibit. Record the responses.

5. Review the answers, which might include the following:

· Some of the population is native
· The sugar industry needed workers, which led to immigration from both Europe and Asia
· U.S. military personnel stationed in Hawaii started families and stayed in Hawaii
· The climate attracts tourists and others who come to stay

You might broaden the discussion by comparing Hawaii’s population to that of your own state, or by considering reasons that people migrate to different countries or states (often for employment).

Part Two  Answering remaining questions 

1. Divide the class into groups and ask that each group find additional information on Hawaiian immigration from three sources: an encyclopedia, a Hawaii tourism website (there are several), and a Hawaii senator’s official site: Senator Daniel Inouye’s site  http://inouye.senate.gov/ has a section on  population diversity; Senator Daniel Akaka’s site describes several other unique state characteristics http://akaka.senate.gov/

2. Have students present their findings on Hawaii’s diverse population.  As a class, note the similarities and differences in what they found from four different information sources (exhibit, encyclopedia, tourism website, and government websites).  What might account for the differences?

To listen to the music of Hawaii, which reflects its cultural diversity, check out this Smithsonian Folkways page.  (folkways.si.edu/explore_folkways/hawaii.aspx)

