THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY

So, you want to be president. IT'S A BIG JOB,
so first you need to know what will be required
of you.

The job of the president of the United States is
actually seven jobs rolled into one! Every day the
president does most or all of the following jobs:

o CHIEF EXECUTIVE—makes sure the Federal
Government runs according to the laws of
the United States.

9 PARTY LEADER—boosts your political
party’s ideas, whichever political party you
are a member of (Democrat, Republican,
or something else).

€ MANAGER OF THE ECONOMY—makes
sure people have jobs and the United
States stays prosperous.

SEE WHAT IT
WOULD BE LIKE
TO BE PRESIDENT
FOR A DAY!
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0 NATIONAL LEADER—helps the nation take
on challenges and inspire Americans to be
the best they can be.

0 CHIEF DIPLOMAT—represents the people
and ideas of the United States around
the world.

CEREMONIAL HEAD OF STATE——celebrates
with the country in good times; comfort

and encourage the country

in hard times.

¢ COMMANDER IN
CHIEF—Ileads the
United States military
in times of war and
times of peace.

DID YOU
KNOW?
YOU HAVE TO BE 18 YEARS
OLD TO VOTE IN THE UNITED

STATES. IN WHAT YEAR
WILL YOU BE ABLE
TO VOTE FOR THE
FIRST TIME?
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OWA
FIND OUT WH
IN CHARGE OF THE U.S.

WHEN THESE IMPORTANT
EVENTS HAPPENED.

QUIZ

WHO WAS PRESIDENT WHEN?

1803—The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size
of the United Sates.

1814—The Star-Spangled Banner flew at
Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland.

1805—The slaves were freed by the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution.

....................................................................

1872—The United States’ first National Park,
Yellowstone, was established.

1903—The Wright Brothers had their first
successful f/igh‘l’.

1959—Alaska and Hawaii become the 49th and
50th states, respectively.

1969—The first humans walked on the moon.
(Hint: The man who was president during this event had been
sworn in as president in late-January of 1969.)

)

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY

\
3

v

PRESIDENT TIMELINE

George Washington
(1789-1797)

John Adams (1797-1801)
Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809)
James Madison (1809-1817)
James Monroe (1817-1825)
John Quincy Adams (1825-1829)
Andrew Jackson (1829-1837)
Martin Van Buren (1837-1841)
William H. Harrison (1841)
John Tyler (1841-1845)
James K. Polk (1845-1849)
Zachary Taylor (1849-1850)
Millard Fillmore (1850-1853)
Franklin Pierce (1853-1857)
James Buchanan (1857-1861)
Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865)
Andrew Johnson (1865-1869)
Ulysses S. Grant (1869-1877)
Rutherford B. Hayes (1877-1881)
James A. Garfield (1881)
Chester A. Arthur (1881-1885)
Grover Cleveland (1885-1889)
Benjamin Harrison (1889-1893)
Grover Cleveland (1893-1897)
William McKinley (1897-1901)
Theodore Roosevelt (1901-1909)
Wiltiam H. Taft (1909-1913)
Woodrow Wilson (1913-1921)
Warren G. Harding (1921-1923)
Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929)
Herbert Hoover (1929-1933)

Franklin D. Roosevelt
(1933-1945)

Harry S Truman (1945-1953)

Dwight D. Eisenhower
(1953-1961)

John F. Kennedy (1961-1963)
Lyndon B. Johnson (1963-1969)
Richard M. Nixon (1969-1974)
Gerald R. Ford (1974-1977)
Jimmy Carter (1977-1981)
Ronald Reagan (1981-1989)
George H. W. Bush (1989-1993)
Bill Clinton (1993-2001)
George W. Bush (2001-2009)

Barack H. Obama
(2009- )
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For more activities like these, check out Awesome Adventures at the Smithsonian: The Official Kids Guide to the
Smithsonian Institution at SmithsonianEducation.org/OfficialKidsGuide



